QURANIC
RECITATION




ch

IN THE NAME OF

ALLAH

THE ALL-COMPASSIONATE, ALL-MERCIFUL

SOp
X Xo
A0S

TAJWEED RULES
FOR

QUR’ANIC RECITATION
A BEGINNER’S GUIDE







TAJWEED RULES
FOR

QUR’ANIC RECITATION
A BEGINNER'’S GUIDE

Crdlieall s g Al

(0 w1 LIS At latt 51l

INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC PUBLISHING HOUSE



Contents

Pronunciation and Transliteration Chart ............cccccoevvnnee. 7
Abottithe word ord i senininmns BN R 2 11
Arabic honorific symbols used in this book ...................... 11
BublISHEr s IN OFE i vivr 0 e sty ot oo b S o St 12
BOTEWOE A s vvimssrmmassimssis i Rt S, 1G] 13
g a1t e o] INimmRmain s = von e petat O G el ol [i5
How:to Use this:BaOK: ... tussmssns iesss 19
THE@UR ANt anr e O e 21
What is the Qur’an? ..........ccoccoiieiiiiiiicceeeeeeee e 23
Revelafion . cinamarnnsnntan it L 25
COMPAAION, 1o serressmnssssnnss s D T T R R TT i st v e T 28
Vartuesiofthe/QuEtan s ol L L s e 32
Manners of the CURHANRECIET .o i he s
2T B 20 TR o o 1 O M S 39
The Scienceiof Tayweed and Its HIStOry ..coocsismseses: 41
Mistakes Made When Reciting ........cc.ccoevveeveveeiieecieeeeenn. 43
Differences in Recitation Speed .........cccoeovvivviroiiiiniennenns 4
Rules of Joining the Isti‘adhah onto
the Basmalah onto a Chapter ...........cccceeeevvvevieecrenceennne 46
Rules of Joining the Basmalah in between Two Chapters 48
Riulles Tor Soorat at-TaWball .c.oeosvsipismusmiesmssesssamsssss 49

Articulation Points of the Letter-sounds ......cccooveeeeeeevnnnnn.. 51



6 Tajweed rules for Qur 'anic recitation: A beginner s guide

Types 0f VOWEIS ......c.coverirenieiiniireneencccvcinicnisncnciinne 55
Rules of Noon Sakinah and Tanween .........cccccceeevecrecnnnen. 56
Rules of Meem Sakinah .........oceceevvvevernvenneenncnieniecninnene 63
Rules of Lam at-Ta‘reef .......cccccvvervurneererrerenrenecnennenencenens 68
The Rule of Lam in the Name of Allah .........c.ccveueeeecnneee. 71
The Rule 0f R .....coieeiiiireciccticinciiciecinneneennnenesseensene 74
Rules 0f Madd ......cccceeieeveincinicincieenreresneeseeessesesreseens 80
The Sifat Of Letters .......cceveveveeeviiciecieceeeeeeeeeeeeeesresens 94
Qalqalah ..........coveeieeeeirceeeeree e 102
Specific Rules for Pausing and Stopping ..........ccceueununee. 105
The Pause (SaKL) ...ccccceeceeceereeeceeeece et svesseesaenes 108
General Rules for Pausing or Stopping .........c.cccceevueunene. 110
Helpful Symbols in the Qur’an ..........cccoevcervcnvccrvcnnnnee 111
Prostration of Recital ........ccccccvvvrevinenirennerercneenecnenennnans 113
Hifdh (Memorisation) ...........ccccoceeeeveerereereeereseeeeneesssesenns 114
LJAZAN ...oviniicereeete et ne e rens 117
CONCIUSION ...ttt 118
Answers to Review QUEStions ...........ccccceeceeveveerererrrerennns 119
References and Further Reading .........ccccoovvevevvvricnnnnne. 120
Appendix: Diagram of Points of Articulation ................. 122
Glossary of Islamic terms ..........cecceveeevecvernrerrrrencneererenenes 123

Index of Tajweed Terms .........cccoeeveeeeerereerereeeeereresennnnns 126



Pronunciation and
Transliteration Chart

Trans-
Arabi 60 :
S Pronunciation literated
script
form
1 short ‘a’, as in cat a
& —T | longer ‘a’, as in cab (not as in cake) i
- /bl as in bell, rubber and tab b
o /t/ as in tap, mustard and sit t
3 takes the sound of the preceding hort
diacritical mark sometimes ending (when
in h (when in pausal form): ah, ih or | followed
ooh; or atu(n), ati(n) or ata(n) by another
when uninterrupted Arabic
word)
& /th/ as in thing, maths and wealth th
C /j/ as in jam, ajar and age J
(= a ‘harsher’ sound than the English h
initial /h/, and may occur medially
and in word-final position as well
c as in Bach (in German); may occur kh
initially and medially as well
3 /d/ as in do, muddy and red d
) as in this, father and smooth dh
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Arabic
script

Pronunciation

Trans-
literated
form

J

/t/ as in raw, arid and war; may
also be a rolled ‘r’, as pronounced
in Spanish

I

/z/ as in zoo, easy and gaze

/s/ as in so, messy and grass

as in ship, ashes and rush

sh

cﬁcb-cil‘"

no close equivalent in English,
but may be approximated by
pronouncing it as /sw/ or /s/ farther
back in the mouth

%

no close equivalent in English, but
may be approximated by pronouncing
it as /d/ farther back in the mouth

no close equivalent in English, but
may be approximated by pronouncing
it as /t/ farther back in the mouth

no close equivalent in English, but
may be approximated by pronouncing
‘the’ farther back in the mouth

no close equivalent in English: a gut-
tural sound in the back of the throat

no close equivalent in English,
but may be closely approximated
by pronouncing it like the French /r/
in ‘rouge’

gh

/f/ as in fill, effort and muff




Pronunciation and transliteration chart
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Aot Trans-
rabic g0 y
: Pronunciation literated
script
form
g no close equivalent in English, but q
may be approximated by pronouncing
it as /k/ farther back in the mouth
4 /k/ as in king, buckle and tack k
&l /I/ as in lap, halo; in the word Allah, it
becomes velarized as in ball
fi /m/ as in men, simple and ram m
o /n/ as in net, ant and can n
a—o—a | /h/ as in hat; unlike /h/ in English, in h
Arabic /h/ is pronounced in medial
and word-final positions as well
& as in wet and away w
J long “u’, as in boot and foo 00
S as in yard and mayo y
S long ‘e’, as in eat, beef and see ee
® glottal stop: may be closely (omitted
approximated by pronouncing it like | in initial
‘t” in the Cockney English position)

pronunciation of butter: bu er,
or the stop sound in wh-oh!
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Diphthongs
Trans-
Arabic i :
; Pronunciation literated
script
form
5ol long ‘0°, as in owe, boat and go au, aw
Eege] long ‘a’, as in aid, rain and say ay, ai, ei
Diacritical marks (tashkeel)
Trans-
Name of e ;
Pronunciation literated
mark
form
Z very short “a’ or schwa a
fathah (unstressed vowel)
; shorter version of ee or schwa i
kasrah (unstressed vowel)
2 shorter version of 0o u
dammah
u a doubled consonant is stressed in the double
shaddah | word, and the length of the sound is letter
also doubled
3 no vowel sound between consonants absence
sukoon or at the end of a word of vowel




About the word Lord

gl-;e word lord in English has several related meanings. The
original meaning is ‘master’ or ‘ruler’, and in this sense it is often
used to refer to human beings: ‘the lord of the mansion’ or ‘Lord
So-and-So’ (in the United Kingdom, for example). The word Lord
with a capital L is used in the lexicon of Islam to refer to the One
and Only God — Allah. In Islam, there is no ambiguity about the
meaning of this word. While it is true that one may occasionally
use the word /ord (whether capitalized or not) to refer to a human
being, in Islamic discourse the reference of this term is always
clear from the context. Whereas for Christians, Hindus and other
polytheists, the word Lord with a capital ‘L’ may refer to Allah, to
Jesus or to some imagined deity, for Muslims, there can be no plu-
rality of meaning. Allah alone is the Lord, and the Lord is Allah —
not Jesus, not Rama, not any other being.

The Editor

Arabic honorific symbols used in this book

(32):  Subhdnahu wa Ta‘dld — ‘Glorified and Exalted is He’

(¥8): Salla Alléhu ‘alayhi wa sallam — *Blessings and
peace be upon him’

(¥2): ‘Alayhi as-saldm — ‘Peace be upon him’
(é8): Radiya Alléhu ‘anhu — ‘May Allah be pleased with him’

(é): Radiya Alldhu ‘anhd — *May Allah be pleased with her’



Publisher’s Note

L](ll praise and thanks belong to Allah alone, the One, the Al-
mighty, and All-Merciful. Blessings and peace be upon Prophet
Muhammad, the last of His Messengers and Prophets, and upon
his family, his Companions and all those who follow in his foot-
steps until the end of time.

The Qur’an is a Muslim’s source of guidance, comfort, admo-
nition and blessing. Allah says:

z LZ8N & _-: -, /::’l o
(&2 43115, 50) é)k_,: O‘tz‘-“c)j).} v ®
§...and chant the Qur’an in measure.} (Qur’an73: 4)

Prophet Muhammad (£%) said: «Recite the Qur’an, for it will
come on the Day of Judgement as an intercessor for its compan-
ion.» (Muslim) Thus, Muslims are obliged to learn to recite the
Qur’an, and to recite it well. Al-Hafidh Ustadh Hafs Al-Gazzi has
made good use of his experience as a teacher of tajweed (Qur’an
recitation) in writing this helpful, easy-to-use beginner’s guide to
the rules of tajweed.

May Allah accept the efforts of all those who contributed to
the production of this book, and may it be acceptable to Him,
dmeen.

Muhammad Abdul Mohsin Al-Tuwaijri
Managing Director

International Islamic Publishing House
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia



Foreword

(.7‘{11 praises are for Allah, Lord of the Worlds. May peace and
blessings be upon the leader of all Prophets, Muhammad. May
peace, the mercy of Allah, and His blessings be upon you.

The Prophet of Islam (Salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam — bless-
ings and peace be upon him) has mentioned: “There are many
reciters of the Noble Qur’an, but the Qur’an curses them.” (May
Allah save us all from that.) It is derived from this hadith that it
is vital and incumbent upon each and every individual to learn
and articulate the Book of Allah accurately, fluently, and as it was
revealed to the Messenger (), to avoid becoming the victim of
the wrath of Allah.

Brother Qari’ Hafs requested of me to write a foreword to this
book which initially I declined, as I do not regard myself wor-
thy. Only looking at his zeal, enthusiasm, and love of the Noble
Qur’an, I could not decline. Whilst still studying at university, he
would travel over fifty miles, thrice a week to advance his level of
tajweed and recitation. It was an honour to teach such an energetic
and enthusiastic person.

Qari’ Hafs has spent much time and hard work on this com-
pilation. It is very simple to understand and implement. I hope it
will be useful for all those who are concerned with educating their
children as well as themselves, and that it will infuse love for the
Noble Book of Allah in their hearts.
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I supplicate to the Almighty from the inner depth of my heart,
to accept this excellent endeavour and make it instrumental for
reward in the hereafter. Ameen.

Servant of Islam,
Sheikh Abu Muhammed Jibreel Muhammed Ayub
Zeenat Al-Qur’an Academy



Introduction

(j{ll Praise is due to Allah. We Praise Him, seek His help, and
ask His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evils of our
souls and the adverse consequences of our deeds. Whomsoever
Allah guides, there is none that can misguide them, and whomso-
ever Allah misguides, none can guide them.

I bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship ex-
cept Allah; He is alone, having no partners. I bear witness that
Muhammad (£) is His perfect worshipper and Messenger.

¢O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared,
and do not die except in a state of Islam [as Muslims].}
(Qur’an 3: 102)

€0 people! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from
a single person [Adam], and from him [Adam] He created
his wife [Eve], and from both of them He created many
men and women. And fear Allah through whom you de-
mand [your mutual rights], and [do not cut the relations of]
the wombs [kinship]. Surely Allah is Ever an All-Watcher
over you. (Qur’'an 4: 1)

€0 you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear Him,
and speak [always] the truth. He will direct you to do right-
eous good deeds and will forgive you of your sins. And
whomsoever obeys Allah and his Messenger he has indeed
achieved a great achievement. § (Qur’an 33: 70-71)
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As for what follows, the best speech is the speech of Allah
(Subhanahu wa Ta'ala — Glorified and Exalted is He), and the
best guidance is the guidance of Muhammad (£2). The worst af-
fairs are newly-invented matters, every innovation is a misguid-
ance, and every misguidance is in the fire of hell.

This work which is presented to the reader is based on the rules
of tajweed. My enthusiasm to write about the subject of tajweed
came about from the tajweed classes that I taught and from a ra-
dio programme which I presented called “The Tilawat al-Qur’an
Programme”. (Tildwat al-Qur’dn means ‘reciting the Qur’an’.)
Whilst teaching and presenting my weekly radio show I devised
lessons for both students and listeners until I had developed an en-
tire syllabus for teaching the science of tajweed. It was not until
my wife advised me to write this book that I actually began this
work for the sake of Allah (4£).

There are many reasons why I decided that it would be a good
idea to write this book, the main reason being the scarcity of taj-
weed books in the English language. There are a couple of excel-
lent books in this area; however, they are targeted for advanced
students of tajweed. I wanted to target those individuals who
wanted to take a step into learning tajweed by providing a brief
book on the rules of tajweed with simple explanations of each
rule. I would like to seck a wider audience that encompasses all
ages and abilities. Keeping this in mind, this book is a beginner’s
manual to tajweed.

After thanking Allah (#£) with praise, | would like to thank
my dear wife, Shazeaa, for all her patience with me when it
came to the writing and researching stages of this book, as all my
weekends and free time were consumed with this project. I also
would like to thank my honourable teacher Sheikh Abu Jibreel
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Muhammed Ayub for all his patience with me in my learning
stages of the Noble Qur’an, and also for checking this book and
advising me. Finally, I would like to thank my two dear friends,
Dr. Muhammed Munir and Mr. Ahmed Khan who both critically
evaluated this book and gave me their suggestions for improve-
ment. I would also like to thank all of the other brothers who
helped me with their advice but do not wish to be named.

[ sincerely pray that this humble piece of work can help those
individuals who have had difficulties in learning the Noble
Qur’an with tajweed, and that they grow to love the Qur’an and
acquire more of its knowledge. Ameen.

Hafs Al-Gazzi
Nuneaton, UK



How to Use this Book

L%efore embarking on a path to learn the rules of proper
Qur’anic recitation or tajweed, one must have an understand-
ing as to how this recitation is accomplished. As stated in the
introduction, this book aims to be a beginner’s manual; but does
this mean that a person can pick this book up and learn tajweed
perfectly on their own? In fact, no, it does not, and this is not
recommended at all. Rather, this book is meant to be used in
conjunction with a teacher or class wherein one can be taught
directly and corrected on the proper recitation, sounds, mouth
formations, and lengths of certain types of letters.

It is highly recommended, and cannot be stressed enough,
to seek out someone who is versed in tajweed. Almost all lo-
calities have someone who is knowledgeable in Qur’anic reci-
tation; one need only ask at the local mosque. However, for
clarity and self-checking, included with this book is an audio
recording” which demonstrates the proper recitation of each ta-
jweed rule. It is meant to be used in conjunction with the text
to make sure that your pronunciation is correct, particularly if
you do not have immediate access to a teacher. For those who
have already learned tajweed and wish to review and brush up
on the rules, this book and audio recording should be sufficient
for such a purpose.

Additionally, at the end of each section are review questions
regarding the information presented in that section. Working

" The mp3 file that goes with this book is available at www.iiph.com.sa
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through these simple questions can help you get a better feel for
the terminology of tajweed. If you have the time and resources,
the challenge questions offer further research opportunities for
those who seek more advanced knowledge of tajweed concepts.

In total, the explanations of tajweed rules in this text, along
with the audio recording of the recitation, and the follow-up
questions to enhance your learning provide a short introductory
course in Qur’anic recitation. To begin this course, the history of
the Qur’an, its revelation and compilation are discussed, in order
to give the necessary background information to set the stage for
the learning of tajweed.



THE QUR’AN




What is the Qur’an?

g;e Qur’an in its entirety comprises the words of Allah (3)
which were revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (££2) and are a
message for all of humanity. These words were revealed through
the Angel Jibreel (Gabriel, ‘alayhi as-saldm — peace be upon
him) to the Prophet Muhammad (££8). It is the last of all revealed
books and is a book which Allah (%) has promised to protect
from any harm or changes. It is a book of guidance and has many
qualities. It was revealed in the best of all languages, Arabic. It
contains the stories of previous prophets and messengers, gives
glad tidings for the believers, and gives warnings to people about
Allah’s punishment for disobedience to Him. It is also a cure,
mercy, proof (of faith and good deeds), and enlightenment for all
the believers who submit to it.

The Qur’an is one of the two sources which form the basis
of Islam. The second source is the Sunnah of the Prophet (&).
The difference between the Qur’an and the Sunnah is that the
Qur’an in its entirety comprises the words of Allah (4£), letter
for letter. The Sunnah, on the other hand, was inspired by Allah
(#); however, the actions and statements are from the Prophet
Muhammad ().

The Qur’an consists of 114 suwar (plural of soorah [soorat]
or chapter) beginning with Soorat al-Fatihah and ending with
Soorat an-Nés. All of the suwar in the Noble Qur’an are grouped
together into what are called gjza’ (plural of juz’ or part). A juz’
is one of the thirty parts in the Noble Qur’an. Each juz’ is further
divided into ahzdb (plural of hizb), each equivalent to half a juz’.
There are two ahzab in each juz’, which means that there are 60
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ahzab in the entire Qur’an. There are over 6,000 ayat (plural of
ayah or verse) in the Qur’an and over 77,000 words, which in
total comprise over 323,000 letters. The longest soorah in the
Qur’an is Soorat al-Bagarah which is the second soorah, and the
shortest soorah is Soorat al-Kawthar, which is the 108" soorah in
the Noble Qur’an.

Review Questions’

1. The Qur’an is the words of whom?
a) Angel Jibreel (32)
b) The Prophet ()
c) Allah (3%)
d) ‘Uthmén (&
2. In what language is the Qur’an?
a) English
b) Arabic
c¢) English and Arabic
d) English or Arabic
3. How many suwar are there in the Qur’an?
a) 604
b) 6000
c) 30
d) 114
4. Whatis a juz’?
a) a verse
b) a part

" Answers to all review questions can be found on page 119.
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c) a letter
d) a word
5. What is the longest soorah in the Qur’an?
a) Soorat al-Fatihah
b) Soorat an-Nisa’
¢) Soorat al-Bagarah
d) Soorat an-Nas

Challenge:

Find out which dyah is the longest in the Qur’an.

Revelation

g}-;e Qur’an was not sent down to the Prophet Muhammad (%)
in one sitting; Allah revealed it gradually over a period of ap-
proximately 23 years. The Prophet (i) was 40 years old when
the revelation began and it ended when he was 63 years old. Allah
(32) says:
¢ And [it is] a Qur’an which we have divided [into parts], in
order that you might recite it to people at intervals. And We
have revealed it in stages.} (Qur’an 17: 106)
The Qur’an was revealed in 3 stages according to the majority
of scholars. The first stage was the writing of the speech of Allah
in al-lauh al-mahfoodh (the preserved tablet). Allah (3%) says:
¢Nay! This is a glorious Qur’an, [inscribed] in al-lauh al-
mahfoodh [the preserved tablet]. (Qur’an 85: 21-22)
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The second stage was the revelation of the Qur’an by Allah
(3%) to the lowest heaven in the noble month of Ramadan. Allah
(%) says:

€The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur’an,

a guidance for humankind and clear proofs for the guidance

and the criterion [between right and wrong]...}

(Qur’an 2: 185)

Allah (3) also says:
&€We have sent it [this Qur’an] down on a blessed night in
the month of Ramadan.p (Qur’an 44: 3)

This blessed night is called Laylat al-Qadr (the ‘night of de-
cree’). Allah (3%) says:

€ Verily, We have sent it [this Qur’an] down in the night of
decree.} (Qur'an 97: 1)

The third and final stage was the revelation of the Qur’an
through the Angel Jibreel (82 ) to the Prophet (&) and it was in
this stage that it was revealed in portions. Allah (3%) says:

€And truly, this [the Qur’an] is a revelation from the Lord
of the worlds, which the trustworthy spirit [Jibreel] has
brought down, upon your heart [O Muhammad], so that you
may be of the warners. }» (Qur’an 26: 192-194)

Over the 23-year period, the Angel Jibreel (&) continued
to visit the Prophet (), bringing him verse after verse of the
Qur’an. The first verses of the Qur’an to be revealed were the first
five of Soorat al-‘Alaq, in which Allah (3%) says:

¢Recite! In the Name of your Lord, Who has created [all
that exists]. He has created the human being from a clot.
Recite, and your Lord is Most Generous. Who has taught
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[writing] by the pen. He has taught people that which they
did not know.} (Qur’an 96: 1-5)

The final verse to be revealed to the Prophet (%), according to
the majority of scholars, is the saying of Allah (8£):

#And be afraid of the day when you shall be brought back
to Allah. Then every person shall be paid what he earned,
and they shall not be dealt with unjustly.i  (Qur’an 2: 281)

There are some benefits to the Qur’an having been revealed
gradually. Amongst these reasons was that it strengthened the re-
solve of the Prophet (££&) against the disbelievers, it made mem-
orising and understanding it simpler for the Companions, and
it proved the truthfulness of the Prophet (&&). It also served to
prove the miraculous nature of the Qur’an. The laws of Islam
were hence revealed in a gradual manner, and the revelation pro-
cess was eased for the Prophet (£).

Review Questions

1. How long did it take to reveal the entire Qur’an?
a) 1 month
b) 23 years
c¢) Around 23 years
d) 1 night
2. How many stages of revelation were there?
a)2
b)3
c)4
d)6
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3. Which angel was responsible for the revelation of the Qur’an?
a) Angel Jibreel
b) Angel Mika’eel
c) Angel of Death
d) Angel Isrfeel
4. Which verses were the first to be revealed?
a) The verses of Soorat al-Fatihah
b) The verses of Soorat al-Falaq
¢) The first 5 of Soorat ar-Rahman
d) The first 5 of Soorat al-‘Alaq

Challenge:

Briefly describe the first revelation of the Qur’an to the Prophet
(&2) in the Cave of Hird’.

Compilation

L]{llah (32) promised that he would protect the Qur’an from
changes or harm. Allah (4%) says:

#Verily, it is We who have sent down the remembrance [the
Qur’an] and surely, We will guard it [from corruption].}
(Qur'an 15: 9)

Allah (#£) has fulfilled this promise even to the present day.
It is quite amazing that not even a single vowel, letter, word,
or verse has been corrupted. This is due, first and foremost, to
the promise of Allah (4£), and also due to the great number of
Muslims who memorised the entire Qur’an during the lifetime of
the Prophet (3££) up until the present day. The Qur’an today is
exactly the same as it was revealed to the Prophet ().
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The compilation of the Qur’an was a major landmark in
Islamic history. This event first took place less than two years af-
ter the death of the Prophet Muhammad (&££). In compiling the
Qur’an, strict guidelines were adhered to before any verse or part
of a verse would be accepted as being authentic.

During the lifetime of the Prophet (%) the Qur’an had been
preserved in a complete written form; however, this was not in a
book format. During this time the Qur’an was written on whatever
the companions could find, ranging from leather and animal bones
to stone and wood. Whenever a new revelation was revealed to the
Prophet (), these words were written down almost immediately.
Due to the fact that the Qur’an was still in the process of being re-
vealed, it could not be collected as a whole.

During the caliphate of Abu Bakr (radiya Alldhu ‘anhu —
may Allah be pleased with him) a battle known as the Battle of
Yamémah took place. During this battle many of those who had
memorised the Qur’an were killed. ‘Umar (&) met Abu Bakr
() to report this to him and mentioned that unless the entire
Qur’an was gathered together, the Qur’an might become lost.
Abu Bakr () hesitated with regard to this suggestion as he was
worried that such a project might be considered an innovation in
the religion. It was only after ‘Umar (i) continued to discuss
the idea with him, explaining the benefits of such a project, that
he finally accepted.

It was decided that Zayd ibn Thabit (&) would be placed in
charge of collecting the Qur’an into one manuscript. The main
reason for choosing him was that he himself had memorised the
entire Qur’an and had written it during the Prophet’s lifetime as
his primary scribe. He also was one of the most knowledgeable
companions with regard to the recitation of the Qur’an.
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Before Zayd ibn Thébit (i) would accept any verse he re-
quired that the verse came from two people who had leamnt it di-
rectly from the Prophet (%) and that there should be one written
copy which had been written under the supervision of the Prophet
(#8). Once his mission was complete, this became the first ever
copy of the Noble Qur’an. The written copy of the Qur’an was
called a mus-haf, which means “a collection of sheets or paper’.

‘Uthmén ibn ‘Affan (), who was the third leader of the
Muslim nation, took over after the death of ‘Umar (5) and un-
der his leadership the Muslims expanded their control of many
lands. The new Muslims from these lands learnt the Qur’an from
the Companions and their students. It came to a point where the
Muslims started to differ amongst themselves with regard to the
recitation of the Qur’an. When ‘Uthman (42 heard of this, he in-
formed the leading Companions that official copies of the Qur’an
should be written and sent to all the provinces and that all other
copies, whether whole or in parts, should be destroyed. This was
done to unite the Muslim nation. Four companions were elected
to write the Qur’an in the new masdhif (plural of mus-haf). They
were Zayd ibn Thabit, ‘Abdulldh ibn az-Zubayr, Sa‘eed ibn al-
‘As, and ‘Abd ar-Rahmén ibn al-Harith (May Allah be pleased
with them). These four companions borrowed the master mus-haf
written during the time of Abu Bakr (%) from Hafsah (radiya
Alldhu ‘anhd — may Allah be pleased with her), the daughter of
‘Umar, who had it in her possession and was responsible for its
safekeeping. Upon completion of the task, they returned the mas-
ter mus-haf back to Hafsah (¢%). Every mus-haf that we have
today is written according to the mus-haf of ‘Uthmén (), re-
gardless of what script it is written in.
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Review Questions

1. Was the Qur’an written in its entirety during the lifetime of the
Prophet (i£)?
a) Yes
b) No
2. Which battle inspired ‘Umar (i) to go to Abu Bakr (i) to
advise him to compile the Qur’an into one volume before it
was lost forever?

a) Battle of Badr
b) Battle of Yamamah
¢) Battle of Uhud
d) Battle of Yarmook
3. Who was made the primary scribe during the compilation of
the Qur’an?
a) Abu Bakr (i)
b) ‘Uthman (i)
c) Hafsah (&)
d) Zayd ibn Thabit (i)
4. Every mus-haf today is written in accordance to the mus-haf
of whom?
a) Abu Bakr (42)
b) ‘Uthmén (&)
¢) The Prophet (%)
d) Zayd ibn Thabit (i)

Challenge:

Try and think of the different scripts and writing styles the
Qur’an is written in today. Can you name the style most promi-
nent in Morocco and other parts of Africa?



32 Tajweed rules for Qur'anic recitation: A beginner s guide

Virtues of the Qur’an

u{llah (3%) says:

#Indeed those who recite the Book of Allah and establish
the prayer, spending from what we have provided them, pri-
vately and openly, hoping for a commerce that will never
perish. That He may pay them their wages in full and in-
crease them out of His bounty. Indeed He is the Forgiving,
the One to show gratitude. (Qur’an 35: 29-30)

‘Uthmén ibn ‘Affan (i&) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (38) said: «The best amongst you is he who learns the
Qur’an and teaches it.» (Bukhari)

‘Avishah () narrated that the Messenger of Allah (i)
said: «The one who recites the Qur’an proficiently will be with
the noble ambassador angels, and the one who stumbles through

its recitation with difficulty will get two rewards.» (Bukhari and
Muslim)

Abi Umamah al-Bahili (i) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (88) said: «Recite the Qur’an, for it will come on the Day
of Judgement as an intercessor for its companion.» (Muslim)

Ibn Mas*ood () narrated that the Messenger of Allah (%)
said: «Whoever recites a letter from the Book of Allah, will get a
good deed, and a good deed is rewarded tenfold. I am not saying
that alif, Idm, meem are counted as one letter; rather alif is counted
as one letter, lam is counted as one letter and meem is counted as
one letter.» (Bukhari and Muslim)

Ibn ‘Umar (i) narrated that the Messenger of Allah (&)
said: «It will be said to the reciter of the Qur’an: Read and ascend!
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And recite as you used to recite in the worldly life. For verily, your
station (in paradise) will be the last verse that you recite.» (a sound
hadith recorded by Ahmad and at-Tirmidhi)

‘Umar ibn al-Khattdb (i) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (%) said: «Indeed, Allah the Most High raises the stature
of a people by this book (the Qur’an), and lowers others by it.»
(Muslim)

Abu Moosi al-‘Ash‘ari (i) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (i) said: «The believer who recites the Qur’an is like the
citrus, its scent is good and its taste is good. The believer who
does not read the Qur’an is like the date with no scent to it but its
taste is sweet. The hypocrite who reads the Qur’an is like basil,
its scent is good but its taste is bitter. And the hypocrite who does
not read the Qur’an is like wheat, it does not have any scent to it
and its taste is bitter.» (Bukhari and Muslim)

Abu Hurayrah (é2) narrated that the Messenger of Allah
(&%) said: «Do not convert your homes into tombs. Indeed, Satan
runs away from a house in which Soorat al-Bagarah is recited.»
(Muslim)

Ibn ‘Umar (&) narrated that the Messenger of Allah (3£)
said: «The example of the person who has learnt the Qur’an by
heart is like the owner of tethered camels. If he keeps them teth-
ered, he will control them. But if he releases them, they will run
away.» (Bukhari and Muslim)
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Manners of the Qur’an Reciter

C]( person who is going to recite the Qur’an must have a pure
intention and must fulfil three main conditions:

The first condition of reciting the Qur’an is fahdrah (ritual purity
or cleanliness). The one who is in a state of jandbah (sexual impu-
rity) may not recite the Qur’an from memory nor touch the mus-haf
until s/he performs ghus! (a ritual cleansing of the whole body).
However, the one who is in a minor state of impurity, and has not
performed ablution (wudoo ’), may recite the Qur’an from memory
but should not touch the mus-haf. Allah (%) says:

¢§None can touch it except the purified.§  (Qur’an 56: 79)

The second condition is to seek refuge from the devil before
reciting the Qur’an; this is known as the isti ‘ddhah. This is done
by saying, “4 ‘oodhu billéhi min ash-shaytdn ir-rajeem — 1 seek
refuge in Allah from the outcast devil.”

Allah (8) says:

£So when you wish to recite the Qur’an, seek refuge with
Allah from Satan, the outcast [the cursed one]. }#
(Qur’an 16: 98)

The devil is rajeem (an outcast), which means that he is far
removed from the mercy of Allah (82). So the devil deserves the
anger and punishment of Allah (8%) because he loves to divert our
minds and hearts away from reciting and listening to the words
of Allah (3%).

The third condition is to say the basmalah: “Bismilldh ir-rahmdn
ir-raheem — In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most




Manners of the Qur ‘an reciter 35

Merciful”. This is incumbent upon the reciter to say at the be-
ginning of every soorah except for Soorat at-Tawbah. The ac-
cepted view is that the purpose of the basmalah is to divide
between the chapters.

In addition to the above requirements, there are a few highly
preferable conditions, of which I will mention two:

The reciter of the Qur’an should allow his or her recitation to
flow with rarteel (a slow, fine tone) and to ponder upon it whilst
reciting. The reciter must not rush whilst reciting the Qur’an; rath-
er one should recite slowly, word for word and verse by verse.

It is desirable that the reciter of the Qur’an beautify his or her
voice whilst reciting the book of Allah (42).

Abu Hurayrah (i£) narrated that the Messenger of Allah
(3£2) said: «He is not one of us, the one who does not beautify the
Qur’an.» (Bukhari)

Abu Hurayrah (i#) also narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (£) said: «He is not one of us, he who does not chant the
Qur’an.» (Bukhari)

Chanting does not mean to sing the Qur’an with musical tones
like a song. Singing the Qur’an is not allowed because it amounts
to playing with the verses of Allah (32).' On this issue, Shaykh
‘Abd al-*Azeez ibn Baz (may Allah have mercy on him) stated in
a fatwa (religious legal verdict):

In the authentic Sunnah it is encouraged to recite the Qur’an
in a melodious voice, which means making one’s voice

! Egyptian Fatawa House, The Concise Edition of the Fatawa delivered by
the Egyptian Fatawa House, 4 Muharram 1426 AH/ 13 February 2005,
p. 404
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beautiful when reciting it. It does not mean that one should
recite it as if singing; rather, what is meant is that one should
make the voice beautiful when reciting.?

Then there are other praiseworthy acts that are part of the man-
ners of the reciter, and have their basis in the evidence from the
Qur’an and the Sunnah. For one, weeping is encouraged during
the recitation of the Qur’an. Allah (4£) says:

¢ And they fall down on their faces weeping and it increases
their humility. § (Qur’an 17: 109)

It is also desired that the reciter of the Qur’an, when s/he
comes across a verse mentioning Allah’s mercy, should ask Allah
(#5) for His mercy; and if s/he comes across a verse mentioning
punishment, s/he should seek refuge in Allah (4£) from His pun-
ishment.

On the authority of Hudhayfah (i) who said: «I prayed
with the Prophet one night, and he started with Soorat al-Baqarah.
So [ said (to myself): After he has recited 100 verses, he will end
the recitation and go into (the next phase of the prayer, which is)
the bowing position. But he continued; and then I said: He will
recite the whole soorah in one unit of prayer and he (&) will go
into the bowing when he has finished it. But he proceeded. There-
after, he recited all of an-Nisa’ and all of Al-‘Imran. He recited
slowly and when he came across a verse of glorification, he glori-
fied. When he came across a verse that posed a question, he asked.
And when he came across a verse necessitating seeking refuge, he
sought refuge.» (Muslim)

* ibn Béz, ‘Abd al-‘Azeez, Majmoo ' Fatawd ibn Badz, vol. 11, pp. 348-350
(Islam Q & A website: http://www.islamqa.com/en/ref/106525, accessed
November 2009)
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The Muslim must guard his or her memorisation. This will
consist of revision at least on a daily basis.

Abu Moosa al-‘Ash‘ari (i) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah () said: «Take good care of (memorising) this Qur’an. By
the One in Whose hand is Muhammad’s life (Allah), it is easier
for the Qur’an to escape (from your memory) than for camels to
escape from their tethers.» (Bukhari and Muslim)

There is no harm in reciting the Qur’an whilst walking, riding
an animal (or by analogy, driving/riding in a car or other vehicle),
or lying down.

On the authority of ‘Abdulldh ibn Mughfil (¢2) who said: «I
saw the Prophet riding his camel and he was reciting softly from
Soorat Al-Fath in an attractive, vibrating tone.» (Bukhari)

When reaching a verse of prostration during recitation, one
should prostrate to Allah (4£). The prostration of recitation is car-
ried out by both the listener and the reciter. Another point to re-
member is that the ‘bearer’ of the Qur’an should guard his or her
heart, tongue, and limbs from evil actions. Thus it is obvious that
the reciter should not show off whilst reciting or try to gain popu-
larity and a good reputation due to his or her recitation.

Review Questions

1. What is the first thing a person should make sure of before re-
citing and touching the Qur’an?
a) Wudoo’
b) Taharah
c) To pray
d) To recite the isti‘4dhah
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2. Is it allowed to recite the Qur’an whilst walking?
a) Yes
b) No
3. Isitallowed for a person to recite the Qur’an as if s/he is sing-
ing it?
a) Yes
b) No
4. Before reciting the Qur’an, what should a person do?
a) Recite Soorat al-Fatihah
b) Recite Soorat an-Nas
¢) Recite the isti‘adhah
d) Recite the basmalah

Challenge:

Why do you think it is not allowed to show off whilst reciting
the Qur’an and what category of sin do you think showing off
falls under?



TAJWEED




The Science of Tajweed
and Its History

‘%jweed’ refers to the science of Qur’anic recitation and liter-
ally means ‘betterment’ or ‘to make better.” Learning the rules
of tajweed helps one correct his or her recitation. The science of
tajweed is derived from the oral recitation of the Qur’an by the
Prophet (&) which he took from Jibreel (¥ ). Tajweed involves
studying the correct pronunciation of the Arabic letters, observing
and applying their characteristics, as well as applying the rules of
recitation associated with each individual letter.

Tajweed is more of a practical science than a theoretical sci-
ence; however, in order to apply the rules practically one must
know a bit of the theory behind the rules of tajweed. In order
to learn tajweed, one must find a teacher to help eliminate mis-
takes in one’s recitation. In doing so, the teacher can go over
the rules of tajweed in order to help one apply them within his
or her recitation of the Qur’an. This is exactly how the Qur’an
has been preserved generation after generation since the time
of the Messenger (&) until today. The application of tajweed
within every Muslim’s recitation is compulsory, in that every
individual must apply it in their recitation.

From the aspect of knowledge, the first to establish the sci-
ence of tajweed was our Prophet and first teacher, Muhammad
(2), as taken from Jibreel (3%) from the Mighty Lord, Allah

4%). The Qur’an has reached us with tajweed from those who
have recited it in solid chains of transmission from the Prophet
(#£) to Muslims today.
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From the written aspect of the rules of tajweed, it is said that
the first to write them down in a complete book was Abu ‘Ubayd
al-Qasim ibn Saldm (d. 224 AH). The first to write a piece of
prose on tajweed was Abu Muzidhim Moosi ibn ‘Ubayd-Allah
_ al-Khéqgénee (d. 321 AH). One the easiest poems in this field of
knowledge is Mandhoomat ul-Muqaddimah feemé ald Qari’ al-
Qur’dn an Ya‘lamah, which is better known as Al-Jazariyah,
written by Imam al-Qurrd’ Muhammad ibn al-Jazari, (d. 833 AH).

The reason the rules of tajweed were recorded in writing was
that when Islam spread, not everyone was accustomed to the
Arabic script or even the sounds of the spoken language itself.
Thus, when these Muslims would recite the Qur’an, they recit-
ed it with many errors and distortions, and the scholars feared
the consequences of such errors and distortion if no action was
taken. It was at this point that the rules were recorded and the
foundations laid for the rules of tajweed.

Review Questions

1. How can a person learn or improve their tajweed?
a) Learn from a teacher
b) Learn from tapes
¢) Learn from books
d) Learn from the internet
2. Who was the first to write about the rules of tajweed?
a) Abu ‘Ubayd al-Q4sim ibn Saldim
b) Muhammad al-Jazari
c) The Prophet ()
d) Jibreel (¥&)
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3. For what reason were the rules of tajweed initially written
down and recorded?
a) Due to people differing on tajweed
b) Due to people not memorising the Qur’an
¢) Due to the mistakes non-Arabs were making whilst
reciting

d) Due to certain individuals wishing to become famous

Challenge:

Find out about the life and works of the revivalist of the science
of tajweed, Imam Muhammad al-Jazari.

Mistakes Made When Reciting

&]{ mistake which is made during the recitation of the Noble
Qur’an is called /ahn. Mistakes made during the recitation of the
Qur’an are divided into two categories depending on the sever-
ity: either lahn jalee (clear) or lahn khafee (hidden).

A lahn jalee or ‘clear mistake’ is one which occurs in the pro-
nunciation of a word and affects the recitation, whether it chang-
es the meaning or not. Clear mistakes are easily identified during
the recitation of the Qur’an by both scholars of recitation and
those who are not scholars of recitation. Clear mistakes can be
divided into five general categories for simplicity and to prevent
confusion:

1. To change one letter to a totally different letter

2. To change one vowel to a totally different vowel
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3. To change a sukoon (silent or no vowel) into a vowel

4. To add a letter to a word (occurs usually when a letter of madd
[elongation] is present)

5. To delete a letter from a word (usually occurs when a madd
letter is present)

A lahn khafee or a ‘hidden mistake’ is an error which does not
change the meaning of the word,; it is a mistake which alters the
beauty of the recitation of the Noble Qur’an. Only accomplished
reciters usually notice these mistakes.

Examples of hidden mistakes are the taking away of the ghun-
nah (a nasal sound) or lengthening it too much, taking away the
qalgalah (a vibration), shortening or over-lengthening the madd,
not pronouncing the dammah (short u vowel) completely by not
making a circle with the lips, not pronouncing the kasrah (short i
vowel) completely, or rolling the letter ra excessively.

Differences in Recitation Speed

E ]here are three speeds in which the Qur’an can be recited and
all are correct whichever one is chosen.

 At-Tahqeeq — This is recitation which is at a slow pace.
Every letter is pronounced with clarity from its articulation
point and with its sifdr (attributes). All the rules of tajweed
are encapsulated within the recitation and the reader is able
to comprehend and ponder over what is being read. This way
of recitation is considered the best way of recitation.

* At-Tadweer — This is recitation which is at a medium pace
and the speed is slightly faster from that of at-tahqeeq. All
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the letters are articulated with clarity and with their sifat
and all the rules of tajweed are still followed in this speed
of recitation.

« Al-Hadr — This is recitation at a speed faster than that of at-
tadweer. The reader still follows the rules of tajweed and all
the letters are still articulated, however at a faster speed than
that of at-tadweer. Whilst reading at this speed, the mudood
(plural of madd), ghunnah, and other rules can be lessened
in length of duration.

Review Questions

1. How many types of mistake are there?
a) l
b) 2
6)3
d)5s
2. How many categories can a clear mistake be divided into?
a)s
b) 6
c)7
d)8
3. What does lahn khafee mean?
a) Clear mistake
b) Minor mistake
¢) Major mistake
d) Hidden mistake
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4. How many permissible speeds are there for reciting the Qur’an?
a)l
b) 2
c)3
d)4
5. What is meant by al-hadr?
a) Slow speed of reciting
b) Medium speed of reciting
c) Fast speed of reciting
d) Very fast speed of reciting

Challenge:

Can you find an example of at-tahqeeq, at-tadweer and al-hadr
from famous reciters?

Rules of Joining the Isti‘ddhah
onto the Basmalah onto a Chapter

'\%efore we discuss this topic, one should be aware of what the
following terms mean:

Isti‘ddhah — This is the shorter name of “a ‘oodhu billdhi min
ash-shaytan ir-rajeem — 1 seek refuge in Allah from the outcast
devil,” and this is a form of seeking refuge or protection.

Basmalah — This is the shorter name of “BismillGh ir-Rahmdén

ir-Raheem — In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful.”
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Before one begins the recitation of the Qur’an, it is important
to begin with the isti‘4dhah. Allah (%) says:

¢And when you read the Qur’an seek refuge with Allah
from the rejected Satan. (Qur’an 16: 98)

One should make it a habit to begin their recitation with the
isti‘ddhah regardless of whether it is at the beginning of a chapter
or in the middle of a chapter. Before reciting any chapter except
Soorat at-Tawbah, one should also recite the basmalah. The fol-
lowing rules which shall be discussed refer to all the chapters of
the Noble Qur’an except Soorat at-Tawbah, because this chapter
alone does not begin with the basmalah. These rules look at how
one may join the isti‘ddhah with the basmalah with the start of a
soorah. There are four ways, all of them permissible.

1. Cutting off all three from each other: This means that we
recite the isti‘adhah, stop, recite the basmalah, stop, and then
begin the soorah.

2. Joining all together: This means that in one breath, without
stopping or pausing, we recite the isti‘ddhah, the basmalah,
and the soorah.

3. Joining the basmalah with the start of the soorah: This
means that we recite the isti‘ddhah, stop, then in one breath
and together, we recite the basmalah with the start of the
soorah.

4. Joining the isti‘ddhah with the basmalah: This means
that we recite the isti‘ddhah and the basmalah together in
one breath without stopping, then stop, and then begin the
soorah.
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Rules of Joining the Basmalah
in between Two Chapters

C)/%en we begin reciting any soorah, we should begin with the
basmalah. There is however an exception to this which is be-
tween the end of Soorat al-Anfal and the beginning of Soorat
at-Tawbah. The rules which will be discussed shall cover the
ways in which one can recite the basmalah between two chap-
ters (which basically means how we recite the end of the soorah
that we are finishing, with the basmalah, with the first verse of a
different soorah). There are four ways of doing this: three are al-
lowed and the fourth is not.

Permissible ways:
I. Separating them all: This means that we finish reciting the
last dyah of the soorah we are currently on, pause, recite the

basmalah, pause, and then recite the first dyah of the new
soorah.

2. Joining them all: This means that in one breath and without
stopping we finish the last ayah of the soorah we are on, then
recite the basmalah, and finally the first dyah of the new soo-
rah.

3. Joining the basmalah onto the new soorah: This means
that we recite the last dyah of the soorah we are on, pause,
then in one breath recite the basmalah and the first dyah of
the new soorah.

Impermissible way:

4. Joining the last dyah of the soorah we are on onto the bas-
malah and then pausing: This way is incorrect and should
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not be done, as it may lead a listener to think that the bas-
malah is the last dyah of the soorah that is being finished. In
this way, the last ayah of the soorah we are on is joined onto
the basmalah in one breath, then there is a pause, and then the
first dyah of the new soorah is recited.

Rules for Soorat at-Tawbah

(9 t has already been mentioned that Soorat at-Tawbah does not
begin with the basmalah. If we begin our recitation with this soo-
rah, it is sufficient to recite the isti‘ddhah then begin the soorah.
However, if we come to this soorah while in the middle of rec-
itation (meaning that the previous soorah, Soorat al-Anfal, has
been completed), then there are three correct ways of joining the
two. (Remember that between these two chapters there is no bas-
malah.)

1. Joining Soorat al-Anfil with Soorat at-Tawbah: This
means that we can join the last verse of Soorat al-Anfal (the
eighth chapter) with the first verse of Soorat at-Tawbah (the
ninth) in one breath.

2. Making a sakt (a breathless pause) in between the two su-
war: This means that we can recite the last verse of Soorat
al-Anfal then make a sakt without breathing, then recite the
first verse of Soorat at-Tawbah.

3. Separating Soorat al-Anfil from Soorat at-Tawbah —
This means that we can recite the last verse of Soorat al-An-
fal, stop (and take a breath), and then recite the first verse of
Soorat at-Tawbah.
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Review Questions

1. What is meant by isti‘d4dhah?
a) a ‘oodhu billéhi min ash-shaytdn ir-rajeem
b) Bismillah ir-Rahmdn ir-Raheem
c¢) Soorah
d) Ayah
2. What is meant by basmalah?
a) a ‘oodhu billdhi min ash-shaytan ir-rajeem
b) Bismilldh ir-Rahmaén ir-Raheem
¢) Soorah
d) Ayah
3. Which soorah does not begin with the basmalah?
a) Soorat ar-Rahméan
b) Soorat al-Anfil
¢) Soorat at-Tawbah
d) Soorat al-A‘raf
4. How many ways are there of joining the isti‘ddhah with the
basmalah with a soorah?
a)l
b)2
c)3
d)4
5. What is one way of joining the end of Soorat al-Anfil onto
Soorat at-Tawbah?
a) Joining both together with basmalah in one breath

b) Joining both together with basmalah but pausing in be-
tween the two
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c) Pausing at the end of Soorat al-Anfil and joining the
basmalah onto Soorat at-Tawbah

d) Performing a sakt in between the two chapters

Challenge:

Find out which chapter in the Qur’an has the basmalah as a
verse on its own (there is only one such chapter).

Articulation Points of
the Letter-sounds

L/(n articulation point or makhraj of a letter is simply the place in
which the sound of the letter is made from. It is important to artic-
ulate the correct letter-sound from the correct articulation point;
otherwise the sound may be incorrect. There are seventeen articu-
lation points for all the letters of the Arabic alphabet and these can
be articulated from five main areas.

1. al-jawf — the ‘empty space’ in the throat and mouth
2. al-halq — the throat

3. al-lisn — the tongue

4. ash-shafatan — the two lips

5. al-khayshoom — the nasal passage

Al-jawf — the empty space in
the throat and mouth

There is one articulation point for 3 letter-sounds which are
lengthened. These lengthened letters are;
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. alif madd — an alif that is ‘silent’ (meaning that there is no
vowel after it) and comes after any letter with a fathah — the
short ‘a’ vowel

. waw madd — a waw which is ‘silent’ and comes after any let-
ter with a dammah

. vd madd — a ya which is ‘silent’ and comes after any letter
with a kasrah

These letters are known as the madd letters, as they are the ori-

gin of all mudood (which shall be covered later).

Al-halq — the throat

The throat is made up of 3 parts or articulation points.
¢ adnad al-halg (the top)

» wasat al-halg (the middle)

* aqsd al-halg (the bottom)

There are six letter-sounds that articulate from the throat and

these letters are known as the letters of the throat. They are C
and &whlch articulate from the top of the throat, ¢ and { which

articulate from the middle of the throat and ¢ and ¢ which articu-
late from the bottom of the throat.

Al-lisan — the tongue

The tongue has ten articulation points and eighteen letter-

sounds which are articulated from it. The tongue has four parts:

e aqsd al-lisan (deepest part of the tongue, the area closest to
the throat)

e wasat al-lisdn (middle part of the tongue)
* hafat al-lisan (sides of the tongue)
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o taraf al-lisan (tip of the tongue)

Aqsa al-lisdn (the deepest part of the tongue) has two letter-
sounds which articulate from it: 2} 3

Wasat al-lisan (the middle part of the tongue) has three let-
ter-sounds which articulate from it: (g & T

Hafat al-lisdn (the side of the tongue) has two letter-sounds
which articulate from it: J P

Taraf al-lisan (the tip of the tongue) has eleven letter-sounds
which articulate fromit: 0 b b o w358 &

Ash-shafatan — the two lips

There are four letter-sounds which are articulated from here.
These are: 3¢ <2 <

The articulation point of 2 is between the inside of the lower
lip (the moist part) and the tips of the front incisors.

The articulation points for < ¢« ¢ and J are from the two lips
together.

Al-khayshoom — the nasal passage

The ghunnah is pronounced from here. The ghunnah is a sifah
(characteristic) of both the letters noon and meem; however, these
two letter-sounds are not articulated from the nasal passage. It is
the ghunnah sound which is pronounced from the nasal passage.
Ghunnah never leaves the letters noon or meem. In brief, the nasal
sound that comes from the nasal passage (the nose) is the ghun-
nah. If you pinch your nose and attempt to say “mmmmmm” or
“nnnnnnn”, you will never be able to accomplish the full sound of
ghunnah because it comes from this articulation point.



54 Tajweed rules for Qur ‘anic recitation: A beginner s guide

Review Questions

1. What is a makhraj?
a) The nasal passage
b) Pronunciation
¢) An articulation point
d) A characteristic

2. How many points of articulation are there in total for all of the
letter-sounds?

a)3
b)5
c)9
d) 17

3. How many main areas are there from which a letter-sound can
come?

a)3
b)5
c)9
d)17
4. What does al-halq mean?
a) The throat
b) The tongue
c) The nose
d) The lips
5. How many letter-sounds are articulated from the lips?
a)2
b) 4
c)6
d)8
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6. What is the ghunnah?
a) A sifah of noon and meem
b) A sifah of [dm and ré
c) A sifah of ba and meem

d) A sifah of ba and noon

Challenge:

Find out what the different levels of ghunnah are.

Types of Vowels

E ]here are vowels that if they are attached to a letter, give a spe-
cific sound to the letter.* The vowels are:

» Fathah — is a diagonal stroke or line written above a letter
and is pronounced “a” as in ‘apple’.

« Kasrah — is a diagonal stroke or line written below a letter

(1944
1

and is pronounced “i” as in ‘beat’.

« Dammah — is shaped like the letter waw; it is written above

(13} ]

a letter and is pronounced “u” as in ‘book’.

» Fathah tanween — is a double diagonal stroke (or two
fathahs put together) written above a letter and pronounced

(¥} )

an .

» Kasrah tanween — is a double diagonal stroke (or two

3 The reader should refer to the Pronunciation and Transliteration Chart at
the beginning of this book. (Editor)
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kasrahs put together) written below a letter and pronounced

3 ”

cen .

e Dammah tanween — is a double waw shape (or two
dammahs put together) written above a letter and pro-
nounced “oon”.

Rules of Noon Sakinah
and Tanween

J{ noon sakinah is a ‘noon which is silent’ or in other words has
no vowel attached to it. A noon sakinah can either be written with
a sukoon on top of it or without a sukoon. Tanween is the pronun-
ciation of a noon although it is not actually written. This is heard
when we say the endings of tanween: an, een, and oon.

There are 4 rules of noon sikinah and tanween:
1. idh-héar

2. idgham
3. iglab
4. ikhfa’

These rules only apply when a certain letter comes after a noon
sakinah or tanween.

Idh-har

Idh-hdr means ‘noticeable’; it is to say the sound of noon clear-
ly without a ghunnah.

The letters which follow this rule are: o & C & C C
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So if any of these letters, also known as the letters of the throat,
come after either a noon sdkinah or tanween, then the sound of
noon must be pronounced clearly without ghunnah.

Examples:

The letters which are underlined and coloured in red are exam-
ples of idh-har.
| .(Soorat al-Qadr 97: Ayah 3)
orrs Ar o~

JT;,;;)M\ )

2. (Soorat az-Zalzalah 99: Ayah 7)
e B o | Gt e B
3. (Soorat al-Ikhlas 112: Ayah 4)
ST e A K 2
4 (Soorat al-Falaq 113: Ayah 5)

- u",)

\t\

o~ o
.L.A.:—»-'I

[
5. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 7)
L S5

6. (Soorah Fussilat 41: Ayah 42)

C

-~
P8 2 0r

7 (Soorat al-A‘raf 7: Ayah 43)

;. P et

AN Wﬁwéf‘}swp—h))-wdbuj)
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Idgham

Idghdm means ‘to merge’ or join the sound of noon. This
basically means that we merge the sound of noon into the next
letter.

The letters which are found under this rule are: 0 9 J ¢ , g

These letters can be easily remembered by the phrase (O }l.o Jg),
pronounced ‘yarmaloon’.

So if any of these letters come after either a noon sakinah or tan-
ween, then the sound of noon must be merged or joined into the next
letter.

The rule of idghdm is divided into two divisions:
1. Idgham with ghunnah
2. Idgham without ghunnah

Idghdm with ghunnah

There are four letters which apply under this division.
They are: 09 ¢ (5

These letters can be remembered by the phrase ( _,,o.'..l), pro-
nounced ‘yanmoo’.

When any of these four letters comes after either a noon saki-
nah or tanween, we merge or join the sound of noon into the next
letter with a ghunnah.

Examples:

1. (Soorat az-Zalzalah 99: Ayah )]

}//r” .«’ e 113

,oJ._:J.«a-o)a Ja&—')d&-’
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2. (Soorat al-Bayyinah 98: Ayah 2)
A KA

3. (Soorat ash-Shams 91: Ayah 7)

// Pl 9//

@55 U5 by

4 (Soorat al-Ghashiyah 88: Ayah 8)

Yo @ /: 38

Af"u 9 0429

Idgham without ghunnah

There are two letters which apply under this division.

The letters are: J

When either of these two letters comes after a noon sakinah or
tanween, we insert the sound of noon into the next letter without
a ghunnah.

Examples:

1. (Soorat al-Qéri‘ah 101: Ayah 7)
D = . Ty
i alarie 3 st

3. (Soorat at-Toor 52: Ayah 11)

< s et a—/ BRors

2

4. (Soorat al-Fajr 89: f\yah 5)
»1/ L 2,

el g g
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Iglab

Iglab means ‘to change’; it in effect changes the sound of
noon into a meem with ghunnah. The letter found under this rule
is:

So if this letter comes after either a noon sikinah or tanween,

then the sound of noon must be changed into the sound of meem
with a ghunnah.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Hashr 59: Ayah 18)

7 A
(8

L

C-x

# o L
2 - Al L

e
\E—\

2. (Soorat al-Layl 92: Ayah 8)

/’/ ads -

Gty J2 L
3. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 18)
5}3—_}’_{”,»’} y‘i‘
4. (Soorat al-Hashr 59: Ayah 10)
B
Ikhfa’

Ikhfa’ means ‘to conceal or hide’ the sound of noon with a
ghunnah. There are 15 letters which are found under this rule.
Theyare: 3 b b 5 0 5 widogew

So if any of these letters come after either a noon sakinah or
tanween, then the sound of noon must be hidden.
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Examples:
1. (Soorat at-Tériq 86: Ayah 6)

2. (Soorat an-Naba’ 78: Ayah ]2)

L Pl

.'\Lu T L..-.b)

3. (Soorat an-Naba’ 78: f\ ah 34)

4. (Soorat al-Ma‘arij 70: Ayah 4)
oo ST o me Tl ol e
%J\M,o)\_,\_gﬁuggx\é

5. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 4)

"’—'/// < A A
e

dl-—’wdj" WRONIIN

-

\E"\
3

6. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 20)
j.»\s r-‘_gd LK &

7. (Soorat al-Bagarah 2: f\yah 28)

= z

“e ook Gl s B S5 G

Review Questions

1. What is a noon sdkinah?
a) A noon with a fathah

b) A noon with a tanween

61



62 Tajweed rules for Qur anic recitation: A beginner’s guide

¢) A noon which is strong
d) A noon which is ‘silent’
2. How many rules of noon sakinah and tanween are there?
a)4 b)5
c) 10 d) 12
3. What does idghdm mean?
a) To change
b) To merge
c) To hide
d) To make clear

4. What is the phrase by which the letters of idghdm are remem-
bered by?

a) yanmoo
b) qutbu jad
¢) yarmaloon
d) ghunnah
5. What letter falls under the rule of iqlab?
a) ba
b) ta
c) tha
d) ya
6. Which rule of noon sakinah has no ghunnah at all?
a) Iqlab
b) Idh-har
¢) Idgham
d) Ikhfa’
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Challenge:

Find out which four words in the entire Qur’an do not have
idgham even though there is a noon sakinah in the middle of the
word followed by either a waw or ya.

Rules of Meem Sakinah

d{ meem sdkinah is a ‘meem which is silent’ or, in other words,
has no vowel attached to it. A meem sdkinah can be written either
with a sukoon on top of it or without a sukoon.

There are three rules of meem sékinah:

1. ikhfa’ ash-shafawi

2. idgham as-sagheer

3. idh-har ash-shafawi

The reason these rules are called ‘shafawi’ is because of the
fact that the sound of the meem comes from the two lips. Ash-
shafawi means ‘with the two lips’.

These rules are used when a certain letter comes after a meem
sakinah only.
Ikhfa’ ash-shafawi

If we remember from the rules of noon sakinah and tanween, ikh-

fa’ means to conceal, and this essentially means that we conceal or
hide the sound of meem within the next letter with our two lips with
ghunnah. There is one letter under this rule:

—t
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So if we see the letter ba and it comes after a meem sakinah, the
sound of meem is hidden by the letter ba. We hide the letter meem by
leaving a small space between our lips.

Examples:
iy (Soorat ar-Ra‘d 13: Ayah 33)

Jf“ _)'G—L" ¢ u"ﬂkjplﬂy e ¢
2. (Soorat ar—Ra‘d 13: Ayah 28)
31 % 2l s e o
3. (Soorat al-Feel 105: Ayah 4)

-~
&

4. (Soorat al-*Adiyat,100: Ayah 11)
|’} . /’1 - AL ﬁ

J\-—';"J jf’ﬁf"")u

5. (Soorat al-Mutaffifeen 83: f\yah 17)

P A ]
538 &S il 135 38 7

Idgham as-sagheer

If we remember from the rules of noon sakinah and tanween,
idghdm means to merge or join. As-Sagheer means ‘small’, so
the term idghdm as-sagheer means ‘minor merger’. Idgham as-
sagheer means we merge the meem onto the next letter with our
two lips. There is one letter under this rule:

f
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So if we see a meem with a vowel and it comes after a meem
sakinah, the two meems merge or join together to become a
stronger meem with ghunnah.

It is important to know that a shaddah (a diacritical mark
above a letter that looks like a miniature hand-written ‘w’) indi-
cates a double letter. When the same letter is repeated, the first
one being silent and the second possessing a vowel, these two
sounds are joined together to make an emphasised or doubled
letter sound. The letter is only written once, with the shaddah
above it.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Bagarah 2: Ayah 249)

- o g 410{/.. 1.’ ,:.l', 'ﬁ, oz
A 3% i e Al el 8T D0l Dl

o,

"

(Al Fi it

al g3l e A8 Ek

Z=

2. (Soorat al-Bagarah 2: Ayah 253)
T8 o ey Gl A D
3. (Soorah Quraysh 106: Ayah 4)
27 >, Al oo rrs e

S 52 (s g 3 bl 8

4. (Soorat al-Mutaffifeen 83: Ayah 4)
- A L. 7

P i z /_/ ,:
it Jel A3l Gy Y1
5. (Soorat al-Qadr 97: Ayah 4)
-7 who P o, b A A2 et )5'{1
A F ot o 03 U ol ST I
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Idh-hér ash-shafawi

If we recall from the rules of noon sikinah and tanween, idh-
har means to say the sound clearly without any ghunnah, which
in this case is the letter meem. There are twenty-six letters under
this rule; these are the remaining letters of the alphabet aside from
the letters meem and ba, which follow the first two rules of meem
sakinah, respectively.

The letters of idh-har ash-shafawi are:

BRSSP dd T
ed0dB5LEELL

So if we see any of these letters and any of them come after a
meem sdkinah, the letter meem is then pronounced clearly without
a ghunnah.

Examples:

1. (Soorat al-Bagarah 2: Ayah 232)
_J‘-':)“I )_,J\_; .ﬁsb A V<—- u(ua

2. (Soorat al-Hashr 59: Ayah 2)

b

3. (Soorat al-Mujédilah 58: Ayah 19)

fo)/

4. (Soorat at-Talaq 65: Ayah 9)

S M o B N A AV R
_}.M:-Lh(/\d_n.cué V"J.JL:\’L\S
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5. (Soorat al-Qalam 68: Ayah 36)
5SE X S
6. (Soorat al-Mutaffifeen 83: Ayah 3)
Do w2555 S A JET)

7. (Soorat al-Layl 92: Ayah 14)

G // ) }.

oL 16

8. (Soorat al-Fatihah 1: Ayah 7)

Review Questions

1. What is a meem sdkinah?
a) A ‘silent’ meem
b) A strong meem
¢) A long meem
d) A loud meem

2. How many rules of meem sikinah are there?

a)2 b)3
c)4 d)s
3. What letter comes under ikhfa’ ash-shafawi?
a) meem
b) ba
c)ta

d) qaf

67
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4. What does “ash-shafawi’ mean?
a) Of the tongue
b) Of the nose
¢) Of the throat
d) Of the lips

Challenge:

Research the rule of ikhfa’ ash-shafawi to find out about the
other opinion regarding this rule.

Rules of LAm at-Ta’'reef

gém at-ta ‘reef is of two types: idgham and idh-har. When dis-
cussing 1am at-ta‘reef, we are referring to the letter [am found at
the start of a word in the definite article al- (J!) . This 1am of J! is
split into two types:

1. idh-har al-qamari
2. idgham ash-shamsi

Idh-har al-qamari

If we remember from the rules of meem sakinah and noon saki-
nah and tanween, idh-har means to say clearly. This means that we
say the lam clearly. The lam sakinah in this division can be fol-
lowed by any of the following fourteen letters:

St 880¢EEC TS

These letters are known as huroof al-gamari or the ‘moon letters’
and can be remembered by the following phrase:



Rules of lam at-ta'reef 69
113 «.. o y P ; ‘C‘,‘”

(abghi hajaka wa khaff ‘ageemahu)

So if we see any of these letters and they come after [dm sékinah
in JI, then we pronounce the 14m clearly.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-A’raf 7: Ayah 145)

d‘-é—-:—;-‘), 15 ﬁ))b
2. (Soorat al-Munafigoon 63: Ayah 1)
5550 Gt B 205 46
3. (Soorat al-Qadr 97: Ayah 1)
L3 Ad g AT G|
4. (Soorat al-Bagarah 2: Ayah 74)
SN 42 2550 U wdl 2. 85

5. (Soorah Ta-Ha 20: Ayah 2)

>

3 GO e AT
6. (Soorat al-Bayyinah 98: Ayah 7)

LG 25

LA e p ":L;‘J.'J

Idgham ash-shamsi

If we remember from the rules of meem sakinah and noon saki-
nah and tanween, idghdm means to merge or join. This means that
we merge or join the 1dm into the next letter. The lam sakinah in this
division is followed by the rest of the alphabet apart from the letters
of idh-har al-qamari.
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The lettersare: 0 J b b 6 o B wisdoLw

These letters are known as huroof ash-shamsi or the ‘sun letters’.
So if we see any of these letters and they come after 1am sékinah in
J!, then we merge or join the 14m into the next letter, so that the 1am
no longer sounds like ‘I’, but instead takes the sound of the letter that
comes after it, and results in a stressed sound, which the presence of
the shaddah indicates.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Bagarah 2: Ayah 124)

o)l cage JE Y JG

2. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 215)
A~ L4 >
!

sl P L op o o L. srZ e od
GG SV S JE 5 ST
& ~ .0 v
a2l ol o8l
3. (Soorat az-Zumar 39: Ayah 2)

rd

v ? 4% z ‘.’},{’ L34
ol \Lle 40 556

0

4. (Soorat al-Mulk 67: Ayah 5)

5. (Soorat al-‘Alaq 96: Ayah 18)

sy S

I
6. (Soorat ad-Duha 93: Ayah 1)

2
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A tip on recognising this rule is to look for a shaddah on the
letter straight after the 1am. If a shaddah is present then the rule of
idgham ash-shamsi applies.

The Rule of LAm in the
Name of Allah @)

%e letter 1am is usually a light letter; however, it does become
a heavy letter in certain cases when it is with regard to the name
of Allah (4%). Before we continue discussing the rules of 1am, the
following terms should be understood:

Tafkheem — making the letter heavy (‘full”’ mouth)

Tarqeeq — making the letter light (‘empty’ mouth)

Cases when 1am is usually light in sound

If there is a kasrah on a letter before the name and lam of
Allah (#£), we say the 1dm in Allah’s name lightly (non-velar-
ised).

Examples:

1. (Soorat an-Noor 24: Ayah 62)

cAhyy b Gl ol gl 5

2. (Soorat ash-Shu‘ara’ 26: Ayah 93)

-~

(o d
Al 095
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3. (Soorat al-Ahzab 33: Ayah 1)

4. (Soorat al-Fatihah 1: Ayah 1)

Cases in which lam can be ‘thick’ in sound

If there is a fathah or dammah on the letter before the name
and l1am of Allah (45) we make the 1am in Allah’s name ‘heavy’ or
‘thick’ (velarised), like the ‘1" is pronounced in Scottish.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Muddath thir 74: Ayah 56)

‘\’»':\::SL; 'L _}){” 2
2. (Soorah Nooh 71: Ayah 3)

)A.Js'/}}d\jf@“": T:T

5. (Soorat al-Ma’idah 5: Ayah 55)

Ty Pl
AR K]
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Review Questions

1. What is the phrase by which the letters of idh-har al-qamari
are known by?

a) abghi hajaka wa khaff ‘ageemahu
b) qutbu jad

¢) yarmaloon

d) yanmoo

2. What symbol (diacritical mark) can we look for to in order to
know whether or not we have idgham ash-shamsi?

a) madd
b) sukoon
¢) shaddah
d) fathah
3. What is the meaning of targeeq?
a) To make the letter heavy
b) To make the letter light
¢) To make the letter long
d) To make the letter short

4. If a fathah comes before the name of Allah, how would the lam
in the name of Allah be pronounced?

a) With tafkheem
b) With tarqeeq
¢) With shaddah
d) With madd
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The Rule of Ra

ahe letter rd due to certain circumstances can become light in
sound or thick in sound.

Cases in which ra becomes heavy in sound

a) If the letter r4 has a fathah or djammah or even a fathah tanween
or dammah tanween on top of it, then the ra will be heavy or thick
in sound.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Fatihah 1: Ayah 7)

2. (Soorat al-Balad 90: Ayah 13)
el /ﬁ -~

ad) s

3. (Soorat al-Layl 92: Ayah 14)

PIWTES) }9{{/

‘_\Ja.li'b\a 5,41

4. (Soorat at-Teen 95: Ayah 6)
’ 2737 5. .2 e

O e _pr

5. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 36)
. 2L

A\ Bor MZros KT
oo ) 2505 J 2N 5
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4. (Soorat al-*Asr 103: Ayah 1)

‘)/’-'

r=dls

5. (Soorat al-‘Asr 103: Ayah 2)
> A N T

Cases in which ra becomes light in sound

a) If the letter ra has a kasrah or a kasrah tanween below it, then
the ra will be light or thin in sound.

Examples:
1. (Soorat ash-Shams 91: Ayah 2)

IR

2. (Soorat al-Ghashiyah 88: Ayah 15)
Bos oo P2 oo

493@-,@' o)'l.c_,
3. (Soorat al-Bagarah 2: Ayah 34)
SN G0 565
4. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 105)

réﬂ-uw,;&v%-lcnb—w

b) If the letter ra has a sukoon, however before it there is a letter
with a kasrah, the ra will be light in sound.

Examples:
1. (Soorat an-Nasr 110: Ayah 3)

,&’ w22 ’-‘/ e > sw”

J)-«L&."—C\.‘A
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2. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 196)

de 9,'.:

S Ga TLEL ﬂ:'f' A

3. (Soorat al-Fajr 89: Ayah 10)

. L7,

:\:_,&\(5: d,rga,

4. (Soorat al-A‘la 87: Ayah 9)
A b o 556

c) If the letter ré is the last letter of the word, and we pause on the
word, and the letter before the ra has a sukoon, and before this let-

ter there is a letter with a kasrah, then the ré is pronounced lightly
or thinly.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Fajr 89: Ayah 5)

P A TR
2. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 20)

ES PPN s

3. (Soorat al-Bagarah 2: Ayah 107)
SN P :".}.-r 2 Ty- -
2 Vs ds0e al D 02 o &= G5

4. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 233)

» /)/'/

T 5 & i SR
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b) If the letter rd has a sukoon, and before the ra there is a letter
with a fathah or a dammabh, then we pronounce the ra with a thick
sound.

Examples:
. (Soorat al-Kawthar 108: Ayah 2)

PV /J/ w

Sl by
2. (Soorat al-Feel 105: Ayah 4)
3}1"3‘ O’:‘}J\;—ﬁ e

3. (Soorat at-Takathur 102: Ayah 2)
- // ’J })‘ ") m/

r’))u;"
4. (Soorat ad-Duha 93: Ayah 5)
U s %/ > o ,/ -

5. (Soorat an-Nisa’ 4: Ayah 1)

TP
-2

r\n-J\.}T_gcbu_)ﬁu ;5;\3 :J! _,DE

¢) If the ra has a sukoon on it and the letter before it has a
kasrah, then in certain cases it may be pronounced heavy or
light. The reason why it may be pronounced heavy is because
of the letter which comes after it. If any of the following letters
comes after the rd in this scenario, it will sound thick. The
letters are: b 3L ¢ 2 2T

These are easily remembered by the following phrase:

(khusa daghtin qidh)
B 5 . . .
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Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Fajr 89: Ayah 14)

S s
e it
- - -

2. (Soorat al-An’am 6: Ayah 7)

-~
oA LS o

o3 3 68 a4 (55 55

3. (Soorat at-Tawbah 9: Ayah 107)
Ay il S0 SRy

4. (Soorat at-Tawbah 9: Ayah 122)

AL L7 *% AN P

e A3 R 8 os 5 Y3

d) If the letter ra is the last letter of the word, and we are stopping
on the word, and the letter before the ra has a sukoon, and before
this letter there is a letter with a fathah or a djammabh, then the ra is
pronounced in a way that sounds heavy or thick.

Examples:

1. (Soorat al-Fajr 89: Ayah 1)

sl
2. (Soorat al-Fajr 89: Ayah 2)
405

&

3. (Soorat al-Fajr 89: Ayah 4)
a3 S5



The rule of ra 79

d) If the letter rd is the last letter of the word, and we pause on the
word, and the letter before the ra has a sukoon and is the letter ya,
and before this letter there is a letter with fathah or kasrah, then
the ré is pronounced lightly or thinly.

Examples:
. (Soorat al-Bagarah 2: Ayah 20)

o7 wro .. //..

Jl:“fcs" de il &)

2. (Soorat Al-‘Imrén 3: Ayah 28)
P

3. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 215)
or o Armgi el

_)\o-udﬂw\bdﬁ

Review Questions

1. If ara has a fathah on top of it, what sound will it make?
a) Heavy/Thick
b) Light/Thin
c) Long
d) Strong

2. Ifaré has a sukoon on top of it and the letter before has a kas-
rah, what sound will it make?

a) Heavy/Thick
b) Light/Thin
c) Long

d) Strong
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3. If ard has a kasrah below it, what sound will it make?
a) Heavy/Thick
b) Light/Thin
c) Long
d) Strong

4. Ifard is silent and before it a kasrah is present, and after it the
letter sad (_,») appears, what sound will the rd make?

a) Heavy/Thick
b) Light/Thin
¢) Long

d) Strong

Rules of Madd

C/Wadd means to lengthen. When we apply it to the recitation of
the Qur’an it means to make the sound longer or stretch the sound.

The origin of all mudood (plural for madd) in all cases are the
madd letters: S 3 |.

Recapping from the section on articulation points, we will go
over what alif madd, waw madd and ya madd are.

* An alif madd is a ‘silent’ alif which comes after any letter
with a fathah.

» A wiaw madd is a ‘silent’ wdw which comes after any letter
with a dammah.

* Ayl madd is a ‘silent’ ya which comes after any letter with
a kasrah.
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These 3 madd letters are the starting point or origin for any madd
to occur, otherwise a madd cannot happen.

It is also important that one is familiar as to what the letters
of leen are and how they are recognised. The word leen means
‘soft’.

The letters of leen are &S 3.

If you see either of these letters and they are silent and they come
after any letter with a fathah, then this is the rule of leen and these
letters are said softly.

The rules of madd are divided into two divisions:
o Madd al-asli, which means the ‘natural’ madd.

o Madd al-far i, which means the ‘secondary’ madd.

Madd al-asli

A natural madd, or madd al-asli, is simply when a madd letter
(alif madd, waw madd, or ya madd) is present in a word. The way
to recognise this type of madd in general is that there will be no
hamzah () or sukoon after the madd letter. The duration of this type
of madd in length is 2 vowel counts.

Examples:
1. (Soorat as-Saff 61: Ayah 2)

% A
ot p-\,
2. (Soorat al-Bayyinah 98: Ayah 1)

ISR
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3. (Soorat al-Ikhlas 112: Ayah 3)

T

X

4. (Soorat al-Falaq 113: Ayah 1)

- -
AT e ’.‘}"’:

5. (Soorat an-Nas 114: Ayah 5)
e . > 7 .{’
\_)-/"L_.'M_’))j:p\ 3 uiy_éd;\“

Madd al-asli is divided into 3 categories. They are madd al-
badal, madd al- ‘iwad and madd as-silah as-sughra.

Madd al-badal

Madd al-badal, or the ‘exchange madd’, is recognisable when
there is a hamzah with a vowel before the letter of madd (either
alif, waw, or ya). It is called exchange because originally there
were two hamzahs in the word and the first hamzah had a vowel,
whereas the second had a sukoon. This hamzah with the sukoon
was then replaced or exchanged with a madd letter.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 285)

A Gt o oyr
J N5l

2. (Soorah Yoosuf 12: Ayah 16)

3. (Soorat al-Bagarah 2: Ayah 136)
v
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4. (Soorat al-Anfal 8: Ayah 2)
E’ -

=

Madd al-‘iwad

Madd al-‘iwad, or the ‘substitute madd’, is used when paus-
ing at the end of a word with a fathah tanween. With this rule, we
simply substitute a lengthened alif for the tanween at the end of
a word only if we pause on that word. However, if one wishes to
carry on reading then this rule does not apply.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Fajr 89: Ayah 21)

L s Ers B s oG
BB NISK

2. (Soorat al-Fajr 89: Ayah 22)

2, oA, ~

£ 4 P Y
(@2 G Gl &5 45

3. (Soorat an-Naba’ 78: Ayah 18)

L’;ll/’: Py

Y Aor o

I 2
Ll At jodll ok

4. (Soorat an-Naba’ 78: Ayah 11)
5. (Soorat al-Wagqi‘ah 56: Ayah 5)
a2 O
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Madd as-silah as-sughra

Madd as-silah as-sughrd, or the ‘lesser connecting madd’, oc-
curs when we have the letter ha (o) (hd ad-dameer or pronoun),
and it is the last letter of a word. This ha can either have a kasrah
or a dammah; however, it should be positioned in between two
letters which have vowels. The ha should not be followed by a
hamzah under this rule; but any letter other than hamzah may fol-
low it. This rule applies only if we are continuing the recitation
and does not apply if we pause or stop on the word with ha at the
end.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Bagarah 2: Ayah 5 1)

/,/ L2 > :’f"

As we can see, before the letter hé there is a letter with a vowel
and after the letter ha there is a letter with a vowel.

2. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 79)

= -

M'L_,.._MA_:'LD_A—-&JAM\MUA\MQ_,J ‘

2 (Soorat an-Nahl 16: Ayah 58)

» B Bk B PR e A

S, 5 u»;&wﬁrbbﬂbb

4. (Soorah Muhammad 47: Ayah 14)
‘}ﬂ,ﬁ'l

..r}" P :‘Aj"-} T vz e Tes A /g ’.T'

Vs . alef ey cd) Of b BP0

5. (Soorah Nooh 71: Ayah 10)
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Madd al-far’i

Madd al-far'i, or the ‘secondary madd’, is the second division
of all mudood. This division of madd contains those mudood that
are longer than two vowel counts. The indication of knowing that
we have this madd is that a hamzah comes before the madd letter
or a hamzah or sukoon comes after the madd letter. If there is no
hamzah or sukoon, then this is not madd al-far‘i. Madd al-far‘i is
divided into 2 parts:

+ Madd due to a hamzah

+ Madd due to a sukoon

Madd due to a hamzah

Madd due to a hamzah occurs when a hamzah comes after the
letter of madd. There are 3 groups in this section,

1. madd al-w4jib al-muttasil
2. madd al-ja’iz al-munfasil
3. madd as-silah al-kubra

Madd al-w4jib al-muttasil

Madd al-wdjib al-muttasil, or the ‘required attached madd’,
occurs when a hamzah comes after a madd letter in the same
word. It is lengthened 4 or 5 vowel counts.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 6)

Ll LIS TG

Cw

_.-‘
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2. (Soorat Al-“Imran 3: Ayah 6)

3. (Soorat Al-‘Imran 3: Ayah 7)

AR P O O id s 2/{}?./ s A . - k2] f/_
Ll el ane 2225 L gt 105 agpslb S Lo
i %, ~ros,
oG 2lazly

oo -

4. (Soorah Sad 38: Ayah 27)
€ K, s,
S8 (2550 15 o T AN CEE 5

5. (Soorat an-Naba’ 78: Ayah 1)

P W
“

Oells o

Madd al-ja’iz al-munfasil

Madd al-ja’iz al-munfasil, or the ‘separate allowed madd’,
occurs when the madd letter is the last letter of the word and
hamzah is the first letter of the next word. It is lengthened 4 or 5
vowel counts.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Masad 111: Ayah 1)

2. (Soorah Quraysh 106: Ayah 4)
2 . 2ot k7,
g o bl s
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3. (Soorat al-Qadr 97: Ayah 1)

e S Ar2r T

)M\MJUJ’

4. (Soorat al-Qalam 68: Ayah 2)

L
[ty
w—

5. (Soorah Hood 11: Ayah 12)
2 P N T
- Q,L@\JU\ u-a_., AN PEH
Eﬁ,/ S ,/ i }-’/ A o o
<l ;\:u A J\ _,\§ '{ ;J ) 423 oT _‘J_;-L.a

Madd as-silah al-kubra

Madd as-silah al-kubra, or the ‘greater connecting madd’, occurs
when we have ha ad-dameer [pronoun (e)] which can either have a
kasrah or a dammah, and this ha is positioned in between two letters
which have vowels; however, the ha is followed by a hamzah. This
basically means that the hamzah comes straight after the letter ha.
This rule applies only if we are continuing with the recitation and
does not apply if we pause or stop. The madd is lengthened 4 or 5
vowel counts.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Balad 90: Ayah 7)

ﬁ/’T Fe “

I Wl
S 0, - Q‘( g_.....&’l
2. (Soorat al-Kahf 18: Ayah 110)

wr - 2 ek sy

\Ap\,_b_)m\._a:..‘ﬂ\j_g
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3. (Soorat al-Anfil 8: Ayah 28)

f')'/

LT bR S

5 3, ce A T
- ﬁa
).o.L_Q _}OJ\...\.G 4.“\ \_)‘
4. (Soorat al-Mu minoon 23: Ayah 52)

,!.w‘/,) ,:'/o,l/,-/ s F
U_,-bls(._(ﬂ.;_) L:b ooy Aﬁ'llg.A ca.k.bu

5. (Soorat al-Hadeed 57: Ayah 11)

Ar s

25782 20 2

Madd due to a sukoon

This is the second division within madd al-far‘i.
There are 3 groups in this section:

1. madd al-‘arid lis-sukoon

2. madd al-leen

3. madd al-lazim

Madd al-"arid lis-sukoon

‘Madd al-‘arid lis-sukoon, or the ‘madd with a presented su-
koon’, occurs only when we stop or pause on a word. It is called
the ‘presented sukoon’ because the last letter of the word on which
we_pause is given a presented sukoon (which means it is given a
sukoon only because we have paused). If one were to carry on,
then there would be no sukoon on the last letter. This madd will
only occur if before the last letter (on the word on which we have
paused) there appears a madd letter (meaning that the madd letter
is the second to last letter of the word). It is allowed to lengthen
this type of madd by 2, 4, or 6 vowel counts.
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Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Bagarah 2: Ayah 105)

POV A O i

2. (Soorat al-Fatihah 1: Ayah 5)
- s s S e /‘}o/ -,

(:)\3,._«-5 SU) s A S

3. (Soorat al-*Adiyat 100: Ayah 9)
el L1 ;‘,u Y]

4. (Soorat at-Takéthur 102: Ayah 8)

Pl o A

TS z .
adlge Ay Slelil

5. (Soorat al-Kéfiroon 109: Ayah 2)

B3 AV B P

39— e I el &Y
6. (Soorat an-Nés 114: Ayah 2)
U:L/m ‘—i‘QS

Madd al-leen

Madd al-leen, or ‘the soft madd’, occurs when either the letters
ya or waw are ‘silent’ and come after a fathah. This type of madd
is quite similar to madd al-‘arid lis-sukoon, in that this madd only
occurs when we pause on a word with the letters of leen, and that
the letter of leen must be the second to last letter in the word.
The last letter will be given a presented sukoon because we have
paused; if we do not pause, then this rule does not apply. It is al-
lowed to lengthen this madd for 2, 4 or 6 vowel counts.
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Examples:
1. (Soorah Quraysh 106: Ayah 4)
rr7%%

o7 >, MArs s .11
Do O pales g 2 agenbl 5
2. (Soorat al-Balad 90: Ayah 9)
9/// P2 iL/‘J-;

3. (Soorat Al-‘hman 3: Ayah 185)
oo hs .-/ et 24
S _,l\ Aag)5 Lyl K
4. (Soorah Quraysh 106: Ayah 3)
iR ESLE
Madd al-14zim

Madd al-lazim, or the ‘compulsory madd’, occurs when a su-
koon comes after a madd letter. This sukoon is part of the word or
letter and never leaves it. This madd occurs regardless of whether

we stop, pause or continue our reading. There are 2 divisions of
madd al-lazim:

» Madd al-14zim al-kalimi (the compulsory madd in a word)

» Madd al-14zim al-harfi (the compulsory madd in a letter)

Madd al-ldzim al-kalimi, or the ‘compulsory madd in a word’,
is lengthened for 6 vowel counts.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Fatihah 1: Ayah 7)

o/,///9

,;\r« r@o | Q:GT ..L_‘;_,f

A, (e
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2. (Soorat al-Hagqgah 69: Ayah 1)

P

Al
48

3. (Soorah ‘Abasa 80: Ayah 33)

Using the first example, ad-ddlleen, clearly there is a dad
(#) with a fathah and straight after it appears a silent alif (1),
which means alif madd has occurred. Now because there is a let-
ter with a shaddah straight after this madd letter, this turns into
a madd lazim due to the sukoon found on the laim (J). As you
should already know and as was discussed previously, a shaddah
is an indication that two letters of the same kind have merged or
joined with one another, the first always being silent and the sec-
ond having a vowel. In this case, the first [am will have a sukoon
(although it cannot be seen) and the second 1dm will have a kas-
rah. This is the reason why this word and other words similar to
this are part of the madd al-lazim al-kalimi rule due to the madd
letter being present and the sukoon appearing straight after it (in
the form of a shaddah). This same concept applies to all other
examples like this in the Qur’an.

Madd al-lazim al-harfi, or the ‘compulsory madd in a letter’,
is lengthened for 6 vowel counts. It is only found in the arrange-
ments of special letters that are found at the very beginning of
certain chapters of the Qur’an, such as those in the examples
below.
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Ex‘amples:
1. (Soorah Yoosuf 12: Ayah 1)

E..l
J
2. (Soorah Maryam 19: Ayah 1)

I E=

3. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayah 1)
b
4. (Soorat az-Zukhruf 43: Ayah 1)

—

ry..}—
5. (Soorah Yé-Seen 36: Ayah 1)

—

o

Using the last example, yd seen, there are two letters, ya (g)
and seen (_y). The seen has a madd and it is madd lazim. To un-
derstand this madd we need to split the letter and all other letters
like this. The letter /dm in Arabic if spelt out will consist of 14m,
alif and meem (1am). The 14m has a fathah, the alifis silent (which
means that it is alif madd) and the meem will have a sukoon.
The result of this combination is madd al-lazim al-harfi. The same
concept applies to all these special letters that are not words in or-
dinary standard Arabic, but nevertheless have a unique function in
the Qur’an. So any of these letters whose name contains a madd
letter will fall under the rule of madd al-1azim al-harfi.
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Review Questions

1. What does madd mean?
a) To make strong
b) To make weak
¢) To make long
d) To make short
2. What is the origin of all mudood?
a) The letters of leen
b) The letters of qalqalah
¢) The letters of idghdm
d) The madd letters
3. What is a madd al-‘asli?
a) A natural madd
b) A secondary madd
¢) A madd due to a hamzah
d) A madd due to a sukoon
4. What are the main divisions that madd al-far‘i is divided into?
a) Natural madd and secondary madd
b) Madd due to a hamzah and sukoon
¢) Madd due to madd 14zim and leen
d) Madd due to noon and meem
5. How much can we lengthen madd al-ja’iz al-munfasil?
a) 2 vowel counts
b) 4 vowel counts
¢) 4 or 5 vowel counts

d) 6 vowel counts
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6. When does madd al-“arid lis-sukoon occur in a word?
a) At the start
b) In the middle
c) At the end when continuing
d) At the end when pausing
7. Is it allowed to lengthen madd al-leen to 6 vowel counts when
stopping or pausing?
a) Yes
b) No

The Sifat of Letters

9;e sifat (characteristics) of letters differs between letters that
share the same articulation point and this helps with differentia-
tion between letters. Knowledge of the sifét of all of the letters
is an extremely important part of tajweed, and its application
within recitation correctly will improve the recitation greatly.
This is what turns an average reciter into a good reciter if ap-
plied correctly.

Sifat are of two types: permanent (which means that this sifah
never leaves the letter) and temporary (which means that it is ap-
. plied during certain circumstances only).

The sifat of letters are divided into two groups:
1. Characteristics with opposites (or pairs)
2. Characteristics with no opposites (or no pairs)
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Every letter has at least four characteristics that never leave
the letter. These four characteristics are from the sifat with op-
posites. Most letters have an additional characteristic with no
opposite.

An important point to know is that from the division of char-
acteristics with opposites, a letter cannot have the two character-
istics that are in one pair. A letter can only have one characteristic
from each pair, and there are four pairs (or eight characteristics
in total). From the division of characteristics with no opposites,
there are seven possible singular characteristics which a letter
can have.

The eight characteristics with opposites

1. al-hams
2. al-jahr
3. ash-shiddah
4. ar-rakhawah
5. al-isti‘la
6. al-istifal
7. al-itbaq
8. al-infitah

The above characteristics pair with each other in the following
way as opposites: (1 and 2), (3 and 4), (5 and 6), (7 and 8).

1. al-hams

Al-hams means ‘a whisper’ or ‘to whisper’. This means that
during recitation we allow the letter to come out with a flow of
breath whilst pronouncing the following ten letters:

st i
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These are remembered easily by the phrase:
(fahathahu shakhsin sakat)

2. aljahr

Al-jahr means ‘out loud’ or ‘to announce’ and is the opposite of
al-hams. This means that during recitation we stop the flow of our
breath upon the pronunciation of the letters clearly with a strong
sound. The letters which fall under this sifah are the remaining let-
ters of the alphabet not included in al-hams. The letters are:

CERISRTd &R RSP ™)

3. ash-shiddah

Ash-shiddah means ‘strength’, and this means that we trap or
stop the flow of sound (but not the flow of breath). These letters
are pronounced with strength. The eight letters that fall under this
sifah are:

ol b @ o
These are easily remembered by the following phrase:
S Las us|
(ajid gatin bakat)

4. ar-rakhadwah

Ar-rakhdwah means ‘weakness’ or ‘softness’ and is the oppo-
site of ash-shiddah. This means that we allow a continuation of
flow of sound (not breath) during our recitation. The letters under
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this sifah are pronounced weakly. There are sixteen letters that fall
under this sifah:

RS ISR R S
There is a division in between ash-shiddah and ar-rakhdwah
called at-tawassut which means moderation (middle way). This
means that the sound is neither trapped nor continued softly. The
letters which fall under this category are the remaining letters

that do not fall under either ash-shiddah or ar-rakhdwah. The
letters are:

K Lod
These letters are known by the phrase: ,oe ué (lin ‘umar)

5, al-isti‘la

Al-isti ‘ld means ‘elevation’ or ‘to raise’. This means that when-
ever any of the following letters appear, we raise the tongue to the
roof or top of the mouth (the soft palate). This rising of the tongue
makes these letters thick in sound. The letters that fall under this
sifah are:

LLiseTé
They are remembered by the phrase:
(Khusa daghtin qidh)

6. al-istifal

Al-istifal means ‘to lower’ or ‘lowering’ and is the opposite
of al-isti’la’. This means that we lower the tongue or make the
tongue flat whenever the remaining letters appear, in order to keep



98 Tajweed rules for Qur ‘anic recitation: A beginner s guide

it from touching the roof of the mouth. The letters that fall under
this sifah are:

&3°Ofdﬂdﬁu;wj)5:ccaogl

7. al-itbaq

Al-itbdq means ‘contact’. This means that we allow some part
of the tongue to meet the roof of the mouth (the upper palate) and
compress the sound at the roof of the mouth. These letters are the
strongest of all in terms of tafkheem (thickness or fullness). The
letters which fall under this sifah are:

Lb 0P UP
8. al-infitdh

Al-infitdh means ‘to separate’ or ‘to open’. This means that we
do not allow the tongue to touch the roof of the mouth. Al-infitadh
is the opposite of al-itbaq, and the letters that fall under this rule
are the remaining letters not found under al-itbaq. The letters
are:

jod e e
IRRIBER T 14 SN
To sum up, the first pair of sifat deals with the breath of air
either being allowed to flow or not allowed to flow. The second
pair deals with the flow of sound being allowed out or not. The
third pair deals with the tongue moving up towards the roof of
the mouth (but not touching it) or down. The fourth and final pair
deals with the tongue touching the roof of the mouth or not touch-

ing the roof of the mouth. It should be clear to the reciter that each
pair is different from the next in a certain way.
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The 7 characteristics without opposites

1. as-safeer

. al-leen

. al-inhiraf

. at-takreer

. at-tafashee

. al-istitalah

~N N R W

. al-ghunnah

The following characteristics have no pairs or opposites, so
they are singular characteristics. (The rule of qalqalah is usually
found under this singular sifat section, however to make it easy
for the reader I will discuss it as a separate topic in the next sec-
tion.)

1. as-safeer

As-safeer means ‘a whistle’. This sound is a sharp sound. The
letters that fall under this sifah are: o o)

2. al-leen

Al-leen means ‘to make soft’ or ‘softness’. This means we pro-
nounce the letters under this sifah with ease and without force or
difficulty. The letters are: (¢ s and this rule only applies when the
wéw or ya are silent and come after any letter with a fathah.

3. al-inhiraf

Al-inhiraf means ‘to drift or deviate’. The letters under this
rule drift or deviate away from their makhraj (articulation point)
to another makhraj. The letters that fall under this sifah are: , J
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4. at-takreer

At-takreer means ‘repetition’. The letter that falls under this
sifah is: , and this means that there is a light vibration of the
tongue when pronouncing the letter rd. Whilst pronouncing this
letter we must make sure that we do not exaggerate the repetition
of the letter ra.

5. at-tafashi

At-tafashi means ‘diffusion’ or ‘to spread out’. This means that
the sound of the letter under this rule is spread throughout the
mouth whilst pronouncing it. The letter is: %

6. al-istitdlah

Al-istitdlah means ‘lengthening’. This means that whilst pro-
nouncing the letter under this rule, there is an extension of sound
over the entire side of the tongue. The letter is: 2

7. al-ghunnah

Al-ghunnah means ‘nasalisation’ and is the sound which comes
from the nose. There are two letters which always have this char-
acteristic and they are the letters: O ¢



The sifdt of letters 101

Review Questions

1. How many sifat are there with opposites?
a)4
b) 6
c)8
d) 10
2. How many singular sifét are there?
a)s
b) 7
c)'9
d) 11
3. What does ‘al-hams’ mean?
a) To whisper
b) To be apparent
¢) To touch
d) To be loud
4. What letter falls under the sifah of at-takreer?
a) lam
b) meem
c)ra
d) ya

Challenge:

Research the opinions and ways that the ‘whistling” should be
like for the three letters of as-safeer.
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Qalgalah

leqalah means ‘to shake or disturb’. An easier definition could
be the vibration of the makhraj with one of the letters of qalqalah
when the letter has a sukoon or has been given a presented sukoon
(because we paused there). It can be described as sounding like an
echo of the letter.

The letters which fall under this rule are five in number.
Theyare:sZ o b &
They are easily remembered by the following phrase:
Jo- kB (qutbu jad)
During pronunciation of these letters there is a block to the flow
of air and pronunciation.
Qalqalah is divided into two types:
Qalqalah as-sughra (the lesser qalqalah)
Qalqalah al-kubra (the greater qalqalah)
Qalqalah as-sughra

Qalqgalah as-sughrd means the ‘lesser qalgalah’. This type of
qalgalah occurs when the galgalah letter is in the middle of the
word or at the end of the word, and we do not pause on this word.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Hadeed 57: Ayah 10)

L 24 ¢4 Paryd

w@www e i Y
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2. (Soorat at-Tawbah 9: Ayah 3)

= B B 8L b A 6

o=l e S o

3. (Soorat al-Bagarah 2: Ayah 27)

T A }f/z_f.a

% ?s

Sl s SN s a %
VG Eogl) §op ol=ay

4. (Soorat al-Ikhlas 112: Ayah 3)

Lo o

ELHEAT

(Soorat al-*Adiyat 100: Ayah 1)

Qalgalah al-kubra

Qalgalah al-kubrd means the ‘greater qalqalah’. This type of
galgalah occurs when the galgalah letter is the last letter of the
word and we pause on this word. This type of qalqalah is much
stronger than that of qalgalah as-sughra.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Falaq 113: Ayah 2)

2. (Soorat al-Ikhlas 112: Ayah 3)

b o e
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3. (Soorat al-*Adiyat 100: Ayah 8)
e SR

4. (Soorat al-Buruj 85: Ayah 1)

S8 ~

C)Jd‘.c_)bc-l.t“]_)

5. (Soorat at-Tariq 86: Ayah 2)

- /'.—

N :
3B G 3l G

Review Questions

1. What does qalqalah mean?
a) To shake/disturb
b) To make clear
¢) To join
d) To hide
2. What s the phrase by which the letters of qalqalah are known ?
a) yarmaloon
b) qutbu jad
¢) yanmoo
d) abghi hajaka wa khaff ‘ageemahu
3. How many divisions is the qalqalah divided into?
a)2
b)3
c)4
d)5
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4. Ifthere is a qalgalah letter at the end of a word and we wish to
carry on, what type of qalqalah will this be?

a) galgalah as-sughra
b) qalqalah al-kubra

Challenge:

Name two short suwar that have each dyah ending in a galgalah.

Specific Rules for Pausing
and Stopping

a]{n important aspect in the science of tajweed and recitation is
knowing where to pause, stop and start. If the reciter knows where
to pause, stop and start, then this knowledge prevents errors in the
recitation of the Qur’an and in the meaning of the verse. This is
why it is advisable to learn the Arabic language and if one has the
ability, learn the fafseer (commentary) of the Noble Qur’an. At
the very least, the tajweed learner should make use of an English
translation of the meanings to help him/her understand where the
pauses and stops should be. The rules for stopping are classified
into 4 categories:

1. waqf at-tdm
2. wagqf al-kafi
3. wagqf al-hasan

4. waqf al-qabeeh

Wagf at-tam

Wagqf at-tam is known as the ‘complete stop’. This is when
the reciter makes a break or pause and it is at a place where the
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meaning is complete. This basically means that there is no con-
nection between the verse one is on and the next verse follow-
ing it.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Fatihah 1: Ayah 4)
DAl a gl
2. (Soorat al- Fﬁtihah 1: Ayah 5)
}) or s
3. (Soorat ad-Duh4 93: Ayah 5)
/ ors &, o8 L2l lls
76 d &5 b 535
4. (Soorat al-Qdri‘ah 101: Ayah 7)
/ . ;M
Mb ATl4e S 9?

Wagf al-kafi

Waqf al-kdfi is known as the ‘sufficient pause’. This is when
the reciter makes a break or a pause and it is at a place where the
wording is complete but the meaning is attached to what follows
it in the next verse.

Examples:
(Red indicates pause.)
1. (Soorat al-Baqarah 2: Ayat 3-4)
Sorrrrs =
‘\J_}U—J ('-6-—5.).) L*-‘
e o A

uuggjﬁu/’yaxj
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2. (Soorat al- Baqarah 2: Ayah 10)

//}a )}/ “ B -

‘@Aﬂwwr@ﬂd
L)_j’-v\g-"b){lad \u\x(,_@))

3. (Soorat al-Qdri‘ah 101: Ayat 4-5)
. et i il SIS
NIRRT e diedla s
4. (Soorat ad-Duha 93: Ayﬁt 4-5)
o g

. 25 /,///
T pb e )J.L_«v

5. (Soorat at-Teen 95: Ayat 1-2)
M 2.7
U_‘“':"“))LJ‘UJ")")U‘J'U

Wagf al-hasan

Waqf al-hasan is known as the ‘good pause’. This is when the

reciter makes a break or pause and it is at a place where the word-
ing is complete and provides full meaning, but the meaning and
wording are attached to what follows it.

Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Baqgarah 2: Ayah 3)
/ ,l } > 4 /’// 1 S e

\—J_&“-“-’(v-é—-%)) L«-A_)"}L—»ah Qpets U,JL uy_;-’ d-ﬁ"
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2. (Soorat al-Fatihah 1: Ayah 2)

Wagf al-gabeeh

Wagqfal-qabech is known as the ‘repulsive’ or undesirable stop
or pause. This is when the reciter makes a break or pause and it
is at a place where the wording is incomplete and the meaning is

not correct.
Examples:
1. (Soorat al-Fatihah 1: Ayah 4)
Ay el

2. (Soorat al-Ma’idah 5: Ayah 115)
F=)
CARFAHAL
3. (Soorat adh-Dhariyat 51: Ayah 56)
SN RN A L

The Pause (Sakt)

u‘( sakt 1s a pause in the recitation without taking a breath. The

sakt is identified in the Qur’an by a small letter seen (). There
are four places in the entire Qur’an where one should observe this

pause without breathing. The pause itself is two vowel counts.

The red indicates the place of the sakt.
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1. (Soorat al-Kahf 18: Ayat 1-2)
- Wi o S ser o
53D e d e

So in this 4yah we pause on the word ‘iwaja.
2. (Soorah Y4-Sin 36: Ayah 52)

G AR IR A
In this Ayah we pause on the word margadind.
3. (Soorat al-Qiyamah 75: Ayah 27)

ab u; S
In this dyah we pause on the word man.
4. (Soorat al-Mutaffifeen 83: Ayah 14)

AY s ,/ 4
3B de b b
In this dyah we pause on bal.

There are also two other verses in which performing a sakt is
allowed.

1. (Soorat al-Anfal 8: Ayah 75, followed by
Soorat at-Tawbah 9: Ayah 1)

O K
[ T
) A5

In this ayah, if we were to perform a sakt, then we would pause
on the word ‘aleem.
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2. (Soorat al-Haqqah 69: Ayah 28-29)

L °% =

or T wr 77 v s .
A....L,\f..,_scdb &S/LQD\\,'HL

In this &yah, if we were to perform a sakt, then we would pause
on the word mdliyah.

General Rules for
Pausing or Stopping

L. 8f the reciter pauses on a word and the last letter of the word
has a fathah, kasrah or dammabh, then we change the vowel into
a sukoon.

2. If the reciter pauses on a word and the last letter of the word
has a kasrah tanween or dammah tanween, then we change the
vowel into a sukoon with the exception of td marbootah (or the
round ti found at the end of words).

3. Ifthe reciter pauses on a word and the last letter of the word has
a fathah tanween, then we change the vowel into a lengthened
alif with the exception of t4 marbootah.

4. If the reciter pauses on a word and the last letter is ti mar-
bootah, and if the t4 marbootah has any vowel such as fathah,
kasrah, dammah, fathah tanween, kasrah tanween, or dammah
tanween, we change the td marbootah into a hi with a sukoon.

5. If the reciter pauses on a word that ends with a shaddah, and
the last letter has a vowel, we should change its vowel into a
sukoon. Even though there is a sukoon on this letter in pro-
nunciation, we should still apply some of the force of the
shaddah.
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Helpful Symbols in the Qur’an

g;ere are helpful symbols which are in the different editions
of the Noble Qur’an and, depending on the edition, each symbol
indicates a certain kind of pause. The symbols shown are those
found in the Madinah print mus-haf.

Symbol Meaning
& It is permissible to pause. If we do not pause, it does
Jjeem not change the meaning of the verse.
¢ Must pause at this point, in order to convey the cor-
meem rect meaning.
o Not allowed to pause; if we pause at this point, the
I meaning of the verse may be wrongly conveyed.
('_L-a It is allowed to pause; however, to continue is bet-
salee ter.
C}é It is allowed to pause or continue; however, to pause
qulee is preferred.

Review Questions
1. What is waqf al-kafi?

a) The sufficient pause
b) The good pause

¢) The repulsive stop
d) The excellent stop
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2. What is wagqf al-gabeeh?
a) The sufficient pause
b) The good pause
¢) The undesirable stop
d) The excellent stop
3. What is a sakt?
a) A stop
b) A pause
c) A breathless pause
d) A start
4. How many places in the Qur’an can one perform a sakt?
a)2 b) 4
c) 6 d) 8

5. If we have a td marbootah with a fathah at the end of a word
and we wish to stop, what will happen?

a) The ta will gain a sukoon

b) The ta will change into a ha with a sukoon
¢) The ta will not change

d) The ta will change into a hamzah

6. What do we do if we pause on a word with fathah tanween at
the end?

a) Change the tanween into a sukoon
b) Change the tanween into a kasrah
c¢) Change the tanween into a lengthened alif
d) Change the tanween into ha with a sukoon

7. What does the small jeem mean when it is found in the Qur’an
above a verse?

a) Not allowed to pause
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b) Allowed to pause
c) Must pause

d) To pause is allowed, however it is better to continue

Challenge:

Find out what to do if you end up making an undesireable stop or
pause (waqf al-qabeeh) and you want to correct it.

Prostration of Recital

%ere are 14 places in the Qur’an at which we must prostrate
upon reciting the passage or hearing it recited.
Soorat al-A‘raf 7: Ayah 206

Soorat ar-Ra‘d 13: Ayah 15

Soorat an-Nahl 16: Ayahs 49-50

Soorat al-Isrd’ 17: Ayahs 107-109
Soorah Maryam 19: Ayah 58

Soorat al-Hajj 22: Ayah 18

Soorat al-Hajj 22: Ayah 77

Soorat al-Furqan 25: Ayah 60

Soorat an-Naml 27: Ayahs 25-26

Soorat as-Sajdah 32: Ayah 15

. Soorah Fussilat 41: Ayahs 37-38

. Soorat an-Najm 53: Ayah 62

. Soorat al-Inshigiq 84: Ayah 21

. Soorat al-‘Alaq 96: Ayah 19

QOIS ORI R 2 e

_____
B W= o0
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Hifdh (Memorisation)

gl‘;ere are many benefits and virtues to memorising the
Qur’an. ‘Abdulldh ibn ‘Umar (i) narrated that the Prophet
(%) said: «Do not wish to be the like any except two men. A man
whom Allah has given the knowledge of the book and he recites
it during the hours of the night, and a man whom Allah has given
wealth, and he spends it in charity during the night and hours of
the day.» (Bukhari)

It is narrated from ‘A’ishah (é5) that the Prophet (%) said:
«The one who recites the Qur’an and learns it by heart will be
with the noble righteous scribes, and the one who exerts himself
to learn the Qur’an by heart and recites it with great difficulty will
have a double reward.» (Bukhari and Muslim)

It is narrated from Abu Mas‘ood al-Anséri () who said:
The Messenger of Allah () said: «The people should be led in
prayer by the one among them who has the most knowledge of the
Book of Allah; if they are equal in the knowledge of the Qur’an,
then by the one who has the most knowledge of the Sunnah, then
by the one who has migrated (made Hijrah) first; if they are equal
in terms of Hijrah, then by the one who became Muslim first. No
man should lead another in prayer in his domain of authority, or
sit in his place except with his permission.» (Muslim)

It is narrated that Abu Uméamah al-Bahili (&) said: I heard
the Messenger of Allah () say: «Recite the Qur’an, for it will
come on the Day of Resurrection, especially Soorat al-Baqarah
and Al-‘Imran, for they will come on the Day of Resurrection like
two clouds — or two shades — or two flocks of birds in ranks,
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pleading for those who recite them. Recite Soorat al-Baqarah, for
to take recourse to it is a blessing and to give it up is a cause of
grief, and the magicians cannot confront it.» (Muslim)

Before one starts to memorise the Qur’an, there are certain
conditions which should be fulfilled.

1. You (the memoriser) must have sincerity, which means that
you have a pure intention. If someone is not memorising this
book for the sake of Allah (3£), then this memorisation will be
of no benefit to them in this life or the hereafter, so it is im-
portant that a person has the correct intention. Allah (#%) says:

#Whosoever desires the life of the world and its glitter; to
them We shall pay in full [the wages of] their deeds therein,
and they will have no diminution therein. They are those for
whom there is nothing in the Hereafter but Fire; and vain
are the deeds they did therein. And no effect is that which
they used to do.¥ (Qur'an 11: 15-16)

Allah (%) also says:

#Whosoever desires [by his deeds] the reward of the here-
after, We give him increase in his reward, and whosoever
desires the reward of this world [by his deeds], We give him
thereof [what is decreed for him], and he has no portion in
the hereafter.} (Qur’an 42: 20)

2. It is of the utmost importance that you repeat the portion you
have just memorised until this portion is firmly fixed in your
memory, and it comes easily to you. Also you should stick to a
set amount or portion of the Qur’an which you will memorise
throughout your memorisation of the Qur’an. This could be
half a page, a full page, two pages, or any amount that works
for you.
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3. Once you have memorised a portion of the Qur’an, it is impor-
tant that you constantly repeat and review this portion of the
Qur’an. A good way of remembering previously memorised
verses is to recite them in the prayer, be it the obligatory prayer
or the voluntary prayer.

On the authority of Ibn ‘Umar (&) who said: The Messenger
of Allah (%) said: «The example of a person who knows the
Qur’an by heart is like the owner of tied camels. If he keeps
them tied; he will control them. But if he releases them, they
will run away.» (Bukhari and Muslim)

4. You (the memoriser) should have a set pattern of finishing the
Qur’an, such as finishing once every two months or once a
month, or whatever is a realistic goal for you. This consistency
is extremely important as it helps in the understanding of the
Noble Qur’an and this too will aid you in retaining any portion
of the Qur’an you have memorised.

5. Itis important that you study the Qur’an.

6. You should try to learn and understand what you are reciting.
In this way, as you recite, you can ponder over what Allah is
saying. The way in which we should try to understand the book
of Allah is first to learn the Arabic language. If we have done
this, then we should aim to learn the explanation (tafseer) of
the Noble Qur’an.

7. Itis an obligation for the one who memorises, learns, or recites
the Qur’an to act upon what s/he reads from the book of Allah.

8. The person who has memorised the Qur’an should beware of
deserting or straying from the teachings of the Qur’an, by way
of not listening to it nor reciting it, not acting upon the com-
mands, or not concerning oneself with what is permissible and
what is not.
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9. If you wish to memorise the Noble Qur’an, you should use the
same mus-haf throughout the entire period of memorisation.
Due to the variances in scripts and placement of the verses on
the page, memorisation becomes more difficult when switch-
ing between one mus-haf and another. This is because one fac-
tor that helps us to memorise (if we are blessed to be sighted)
is our ‘photographic memory’.

ljazah

L]{fter one has memorised the entire Qur’an, and if s/he is capa-
ble, a person may wish to achieve perfection in their recitation.
The way in which this can be achieved is through a qualified
teacher who has an ijdzah. An ijazah is a chain of transmission or
a link that goes all the way back to the Prophet (i££), and every
person in that chain of transmission would have read the entire
Qur’an without any errors to their teacher who learnt it from their
teacher until it reaches the Prophet (i£&). The conditions which
teachers usually have if one wishes to obtain an ijazah is that
they have memorised the entire Qur’an and that they have recited
the entire Qur’an to this particular teacher without any mistakes
whatsoever. Also, they must know and understand all the rules
of tajweed. One of the ways in which this is achieved is through
the student memorising the poem of Imam al-Jazari entitled A/-
Jazariyah, and they must apply the rules of tajweed within their
recitation. Upon meeting all these requirements, the individual
is given an ijazah in their recitation if the teacher deems that in-
dividual suitable to carry this licence. This ijazah gives this par-
ticular individual the ability to award an ijazah in the recitation
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of the Noble Qur’an to others and also to teach the rules of taj-
weed. A typical ijazah learning period can take between 1-2 years
depending on the speed of the individual who is learning and how
much s/he recites per lesson. Upon completion of the Qur’an and
obtaining an ijazah to teach, a student may wish to further his or
her study into the science of gird’at (recitations) of the Noble
Qur’an or read the entire Qur’an once again to a different teacher
who also has an ijdzah in these recitations.

Conclusion

8 n conclusion, I have only discussed the main rules relating to
the recitation of the Noble Qur’an, and  have explained them brief-
ly and simply so as to prevent confusion. This book will mainly
serve the student who is new to the science of tajweed who wishes
to implement and understand the rules whilst reciting the Glorious
Qur’an. Do remember that it is of utmost importance that both the
new and serious student of this blessed discipline find a teacher
who is qualified to teach this subject (if such a teacher is avail-
able). I do hope that this book will serve as a guide and a supple-
ment for the student of tajweed, and that it will not be taken as a
means of replacing a qualified teacher who would impart these
rules directly and diligently for the benefit of the student.
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Appendix:
Diagram of points of articulation

letters of ghunnah are
produced up here

Points of articulation of Arabic letter-sounds



Glossary of Islamic Terms*

(Tajweed terminology is defined and explained within the text.
Please use the Index at the end of this book to help you to find the
term you are looking for.)

_

ameen Cral O Allah, accept our invocation; amen

dyah (pl. dyat) 4] verse of the Qur’an or sign of Allah

basmalah ileJl the Arabic noun that refers to the en-
tire phrase ‘bismillah ir-rahman ir-
raheem’

fatwa (fatwah) 5 g religious decision or decree

ghusl L ritual shower necessary after a major

impurity, e.g., after sexual intercourse
or at the end of the menstrual period

Hadith ol the collected statements and actions of

(hadeeth) Prophet Muhammad (£££) that with the
Qur’an form the basis of Islamic law

hadith ¢ o)~ a statement or action of Prophet

(hadeeth) Muhammad () that was remem-

bered and recorded by his Compan-
ions and followers

The Arabic words are transliterated according to the conventions of the
Transliteration Chart found in this book. If a word has become part of the
English language (i.e. is found in a dictionary of Standard English), that
spelling is used in this book and appears first in this Glossary, with the
transliterated form in brackets after it.
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al-Hdfidh

Hijrah

ifazah

Jjandbah

Jibreel

Juz’ (pl. gjza’)

khaleefah (pl.
khulafa’)

al-Lawh al-
Mahfoodh

Laylat al-Qadr

Las L |

‘the one who has memorized (the
Qur’an)’: an honorific title

migration: esp. the migration from Mak-
kah to Madinah by Prophet Muhammad
(£2) and his Companions that marks
the start of the Islamic calendar

lit. “permission’; certificate issued
to a scholar that qualifies him/her to
teach what s/he has learned from his/
her teachers or ‘shaykhs’

a state of ritual impurity due to sexu-
al activity or emission

the Arabic name for Gabriel

(322), the archangel who transmit-
ted the verses of the Qur’an and
other communication from Allah to
Prophet Muhammad ()

a section of the Qur’an equal to one
thirtieth of the text

caliph; head of the Islamic state

the Preserved Tablet in Heaven on
which Allah’s words and decrees are
written

the “Night of Destiny’ or ‘Night of
Power” in which the Qur’an was first
revealed, and in commemoration
of which Muslims are supposed to
spend some nights of the month of
Ramadan in prayer and supplication,
seeking Allah’s forgiveness



mus-haf

Ramadan
(Ramadan)

shaykh

soorah or
soorat

Sunnah

tafseer

tarteel

tajweed

tahdarah

wudoo’

Jes
b

5Lkl
WP
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copy of the Arabic text of the Qur’an
that is neither accompanied by com-
mentary nor translated

the ninth month in the Islamic calen-
dar; the month of obligatory fasting;
the month in which the first verses of
the Qur’an were revealed

teacher, mentor; scholar

chapter of the Qur’an

the practice and collected sayings of
Prophet Muhammad (&) that to-
gether with the Qur’an forms the ba-
sis of Islamic law

exegesis: commentary, or explanation
of the meanings (usu. of Qur’anic ve-
rses)

reciting (the Qur’ an) in slow, rhyth-
mic tones

rules of pronunciation and intona-

tion for reciting the Qur’an

state of ritual purification

ablution required before prayer or
touching the Qur’an
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120

noon sakinah 56-64, 66, 68, 69

qari’ 13, 42

qird’at 118
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rakhdwah 95-97
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sakt 49, 51, 108-110, 112
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sifat 44, 94, 95, 100, 101
soorah 23-25,35,36,47-50, 124
suwar 23, 24, 49, 105

tadweer 45, 46

tafashi 100

tafkheem 73, 98

taharah 34, 124

tahqeeq 44, 46

tajweed 5, 6, 12, 13, 16, 17, 19,
20,41-45,52,94, 105, 117-
122

takreer 99-101

tanween 55-64, 66, 68, 69, 74,
77, 83,110, 112
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tarqeeq 71, 73

tarteel 35, 124

tawassut 97

waqf al-hasan 105, 107
wagqf al-kafi 105, 106, 111

wagqf al-gabeeh 105, 108, 111,
113

wagqf at-tdm 105
wasat al-halq 52

wasat al-lisan 52






For every letter of the Qur'an that a Muslim
recites, s/he is rewarded ten times over. This
immense reward for such a seemingly simple
task emphasizes the importance of learning
, how to recite the Quran. Tajweed Rules for
QURANIC Qur’anic Recitation aims to give the reader the
RECITATIO necessary tools to properly recite the Quran
e g8l according to the manner in which the Prophet
Muhammad (3&) recited it.
To set the stage for learning the proper Qur'anic
recitation, or tajweed, the history of the Qur'an
is briefly discussed from its revelation to its
compilation. In addition, the history of the
Science of Tajweed is touched upon, in order to move the reader into the
rules of Qur'anic recitation. With the beginning learner in mind, the rules
are detailed in a simple yet clear manner. Each new rule is elucidated with
examples from the Qur'an for learners to apply to their recitation.
Although an audio recording has been included to demonstrate the correct
pronunciation of these rules, it is highly recommended to use this book in
conjunction with a teacher versed in the rules of Qur'anic recitation.
Together, the book and the audio recording furnish the reader with the
basic knowledge necessary for proper Qur'anic recitation. Tajweed Rules
for Qur'anic Recitation is an essential learning tool for anyone seeking to
gain proficiency in tajweed.
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Al-Qur'an Programme” that he began to study tajweed in more depth and
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